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March 18, 2003

Ms. Debra Orr

US EPA Reglon V

77 West Jackson Boulevard (SE-4J)
Chicago, IL 60604-3507

Myra Blakely

US EPA Headquarters

1200 Pennsyivania Avenue, NW (MC5105T)
Washington, DC 20460

RE: Cover Letter/Executive Summary for the City of Reading, Ohio, US EPA
Final/Step 2 Application for the Reading Road Redevelopment Project

Dear US EPA Representatives:

Thank 1\you for the opportunity to submit our Final/Step 2 Application for a US EPA
- Frtct)wn ields Assessment Grant. Please find our Step 2 Application enclosed with this
- letter. : ' :
.. The City is h&:‘f)plygng;for funding in order to conduct environmental assessment, remedial
| planhing and design, and community involvement activities for the Reading Road
edevelopment-Project. The project consists of two brownfleld properties, the 14.7-acre
former '_lylsqr;;-weiskogf Glass and Box Manufacturing Plant, located at 601 Third Street,
57 gvickthe 3.4-acréViox Services, Inc. (VSI) property, located at 8740 Reading Road.

5. Why Select the City of Reading for US EPA Assessment Funds?

1. Neq@_tfor-Ennds: Without.US. EPA funds, the Clty cannot complete the necessary
enyifonmental assessments, ‘Gleanup- plans, and community involvement necessary to

y=wa  méake the project sugcessful. The affect on Reading's tax base from recent economic

% ... decline has been staggering, and the City Is yet to recoup the loss of $500,000 per

= . . yeakin withtiglding taxes, or seventeen percernit of the City's total average withholding

L. . eamings that'occurred when a major employer moved 500 high-paying scientific

7+« reséarch Jobsiout of state between 1995 and 1998. Reading has no available funding

. to conduct the activities necessary to prepare for cleanup and redevelopment of the
properties. . -
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. Bona Fide Prospective Purchasers In Place for Redevelopment: Both the Library
of Cincinnatl and Hamilton County, and the City of Reading, are preparing to be Bona
Fide Prospective Purchasers of the two brownfields. The Library has aiready . .
committed $500,000 for the acquisition of the 3.4-acre \/SI property, and has allocated
$2,7 million for construction. The dplanned- new facility will benefit many neighboring
communities, and has a proposed circulation of 450,000 per year. The City of Reading
is also preparing to be a Bona Fide Prospective Purchaser of the 14.7-acre Nivison-
Weiskopf Box Plant, and will help provide for the expansion and/or redevelopment on
- the property by the Patheon Pharmaceuticals, Inc., Girindus America, and the

University of Cincinnati Genome Research Institute, three local blomedical research
companies, o -

. Economic Benefit of Funding: Estimates of the Impact of redevelopment of both
properties will help stabllize the City of Readingﬁs eroding tax base. According to Irwin

Simon, Director of Business Operations at the U.C."Genomie Research Institute,
redevelopment of the Nivison-Weiskopf property could easlly accommodate a $50
million building with 100,000 square feet of laboratory and office space. in turn, this
would generate 300-400 new research and support jobs resulting in an annual payroll
of $15-$20 million. Other related activities which supply materials and services to
biotech centers could easily double these Impact numbers, and In fact, a 1999
Economic Impact Study conducted by the U.C. Medical School indicated that the
economic multiplier for the region is three times direct payrall.

. Leveraged Financial Partnerships: The City has partnered with Hamilton County

- Development Corporation (HCDC), VSI, and the Reading Community improvement
Comoration (CIC) to ensure successful assessment and redevelopment of the
property. HCDC, VS! and Reading CIC all participated equally in the cost to complete
an Ohio VAP Phase | Environmental Site Assessment. These partners have signed a
Memorandum of Understanding about their roles in ensuring the Library can locate at
the VSI property. _ .

Environmental Health and Safety Benefit for Residents: Funds will help the City
assess and write remedial plans for activities to make the sites environmentally clean.
Since both sites have a century-old history as a former glass and box plant, there are
many potential environmental concems. Environmental screening investigations found
free product in groundwater samples, as well as Trichloroet-hY_Iene (TCE)-on the VS|
property. Soil samples showed elevated levels of Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons on the
VS| property. Assessment dollars will help the City determine the extent of
environmental concern, and allow the City to apply:for other state and federal funds for
cleanup, and demolition of both properties. L
. Realization of Regional Planning and Redevelopment Goals: The community will
benefit by retaining a branch fibrary along the Reading Road Corridor, which has been
targeted for revitalization. It will also help attract new industry, particulary N
biotechnology firms, to Reading. These goals were high priorities established in three

recent City of Reading plans: 1) the September 1996 City of Reading Economic
_Development NGT Plan; 2) the April 1999 Reading Road Urban Renewal Plan, and; 3)
the March 2001 City of Reading Community Marketing Plan. )

. Strong Community Support for the Project: Two public meetings were held in
support of the application on December 3 and March 11, 2003. Over 175 signatures
were collected in a petition in support, of the project for the initial application and over
sixty people signed-out the application prior to the public meeting from the Reading
Public Library and City Hall. Support documents from the Reading Community
Schools, Reading Business Roundtable, Reading Community Advisory Council (a local
environmental groupg_Readi'ng Chamber of Commerce, Hamiiton County Development
Company, Reading Biue Ribbon Committee, Reading Chapter of the Knights of St.
John, Reading Career Firefighters Local #1717, University of Cincinnati Genome
Research Institute, Reading Community Improvement Corporation, Reading Kiwanis

)



andl--lthet ;Read_ing Democrat Club show broad-based community support for the

application. _ - , , -

8. Speclal Factors: The City of Reading is a State of Ohio Enterprise Zone Community,
a locally designated Urban Renewal Area and Community Reinvestment Act Area, and
a small community with a population of 11,000,

glease do not hesitate to call me with any questions regarding this application at 513-733-
725.




Final/Step 2 Proposal for US EPA Brownfields Funding

Project: Reading Road Redevelopment Project- Assessment of the Vi_dx
Services, Inc.-(VSI).and Nivison-Weiskopf Former Glass and Box

Plant Manufacturing Properties

Applicant:  The City of Reading, Ohio

Assessment Grant Proposal Budget _
Below are two separate budgets, one for environmental assessment of petroleum
wastes, a second for the assessment of hazardous wastes. We are including
$155,000.in the contractual category to procure an environmental consultant with
an Ohio Voluntary Action Program Certified Professional to conduct a VAP
compliant Phase | and Il on the Nivison-Weiskopf property and a Phase |l on the
Viox Services, Inc. (VSI) parcel. (A VAP compliant Phase | has been completed.
on the VSI site, which was paid for jointly by Hamilton County Development Co
(HCDC), VS|, and Reading Community. Improvement Corporation (CIC) for a cost
of $3300.) We are also requesting $14,000 for community outreach, which will
include public meetings and a newsletter for education and involvement at the
inception of the project and at the completion of Phase | and Phase |l activities.
We have requested $25,000 to prepare a remedial action plan necessary to
apply for subsequent funding for potential cleanup necessary to make the project
sites viable and to author a site health and safety plan/Quality Assurance
Program Plan required by US EPA for assessment activities. The City intends to
apply for US EPA Cleanup grants, and/or Clean Ohio Revitalization Fund grants
in subsequent years for acquisition demolition, and remediation. Additionally we
have requested $6,000 to assist the City cover its cost of staff required to
coordinate, administer, and provide quarterly reporting and oversight of the
implementation of the grant,

Budget 1 — Assessment of Petroleum Wastes

| Project Tasks
Budget VAP Phase | | Community Remedial Administration-
Categories and ll Involvement Planning and Implementation
Assessment Design
2ersonm $6,000
| Contractual | $155,000 1$14,000 $25,000 _
$155,000 $14,000 $25,000 $6,000
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Budget 2 — Assessment of Hazardous Wastes

Project Tasks { -
' Budget VAP Phase | | Community Remedial Administration-
Categories and Il | Involvement Planning and Implementation
Assessment Design N
| Personnel | _ P $6,000
‘Contractual | $155,000 ~~ | $14,000 $25,000 o
Total $155,000 $14,000 $25,000 $6,000

Assessment Grant Ranking Criteria:

A. Sustainable Reuse of Brownfields/Development Potential
1. Vision for Sustainable Reuse: Funds are being requested to help the City

implement its vision for the environmental assessment, remedial planning
and design and community involvement necessary to implement a
sustainable reuse program. Our goal is to protect the envirenment and
revitalize the project area and community. The City will apply for additional
state and federal funding for cleanup and acquisition of the Nivison-
Weiskopf property and cleanup of the VSI property through the Clean Ohio
Revitalization Fund, and additional US EPA Cleanup Grants. For the 3.4-
acre' VS| property, which is impaired with petroleur issues, a branch library
is proposed by the Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County for
sustainable redevelopment of the property. For the 14.7-acre Nivison-
Weiskopf property, which is complicated with potential hazardous issues,
redevelopment is planned for a biotechnology research complex where
local biotechnology research firms have an active interest in expanding
their facilities under Statewide programs (Ohio’s Third Frontier Program) to-
create a facility for high-paying jobs. that will stimulate Reading’s economic
revitalization. Reading's program for community involvement will leverage

‘the existing support of the following community organizations: Reading
Chamber of Commerce, Reading Blue Ribbon Committee, Reading
Business Roundtable and the Reading Community Improvement
Corporation. These organizations support the vision for sustainable reuse
including: 1) capitalizing on expanding the recently-established
biotechnology partnership between the University of Cincinnati Genome
Research Institute, Patheon Pharmaceuticals, Inc. (formerly Aventis), and
Girindus America, 2) targeting high tax-generating businesses such as '

“technology and research based sectors to the project, 3) revitalizing the
Reading Road Corridor, and 4) retaining a branch: library. The City will also
evaluate using the United States' Green Building Council's Checklist for
sustainable redevelopment, and the potential to integrate practices from the
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED Certification) to
significantly reduce or eliminate the negative. impact of buildings on the
environment.
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How the redevelopment plan will integrate the overall community
redevelopment plan:. Both properties targeted for funds. are located within
the City limits and within .a State-designated Enterprise Zone. The
properties are located on the Reading Road Corridor, a City-designated
Community Reinvestment Area and City-designated 'Urban Renewal Area.
The community will benefit by retaining a branch library, attracting
additional biotechnology firms, and revitalizing the Reading Road Corridor.
These are stated priority goals in three recent City of Reading plans: 1) the
September 1996 City of Reading Economic Development NGT Plan, 2) the
April 1999 Reading Road Urban Renewal Plan, and 3) the March 2001 City
of Reading Community Marketing Plan. The Reading CIC, Reading
Business Roundtable, (a consortium of the City’s top business CEQOs), and
the Reading Biue Ribbon Committee, (a group of smaller businesses,
residents and school representatives), supported and helped finance the
City’s three redevelopment plans, and now support the Step 2 proposals
which will help facilitate the retention of a branch library and attraction of
additional biotechnology firms to the City. It is anticipated that
redevelopment of the 14.7-acre Nivison-Weiskopf site will result in the
attraction of approximately 100,000 square feet of usable laboratory and
office space to expand Reading's existing contiguous biotechnology hub.
Additionally, the site is included in Hamilton County Development
Company’'s Urban Land Assembly Program, which identifies properties that
have documented or suspected contamination.

How the project will stimulate economic development: Between 1995
and 1998, Reading’s largest employer, Hoechst Marion Roussel, now
Patheon Pharmaceuticals, Inc. relocated 600 high-paying research and
development jobs out of state. The affect on Readlng s tax base was
devastating, resulting in a loss of $500,000 per year in withholding taxes, or
seventeen percent of the City's total average withholding eamnings.
Because they no longer need the facility, VSI, the owner of the smalier 3.4-
acre parcel has agreed to sell the property to the Public Library of
Cincinnati and Hamilton County (Library) for the construction of a larger,
much needed branch facility that will serve Reading and nearby
communities. The second site being considered for environmental
assessment is the adjoining14.7-acre Nivison-Weiskopf property.
Estimates for the redeveloprnent of this site include the potential for
buildings with 100,000 square feet of usable laboratory and office space.
The property is contiguous to an emerging blomedical hub comprised of
Patheon Pharmaceuticals, Inc., the new University of Cincinnati Genome
Research Institute, and Girindus America. According to Irwin Simon,
Director of Business Operations at the University of Cincinnati Genome
Research Institute, redevelopment of the Nivison-Weiskopf property could
easily accommodate a $50 million building with 100,000 square feet of
laboratory and office space. In turn, this would generate 300-400 new
research and support jobs resulting in an annual payroli of $15-$20 million.
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Other related activities which supply materials and services to biotech
centers could easily double these impact numbers, and in fact, a 1999
Economic Impact Study conducted by the U.C. Medical School indicated
that the economic multiplier for the region is three times direct payroll.

Redtiction of Threats to Human Health and the Environment

How funds will be used to identify/reduce threats to human health and
the environment fr_fom exposure to hazardous substances or petroleum:

Site 1 (VSI): It was the City’s original-intent te apply for a US EPA grant for
cleanup of the 3.4-acre VSI property. However, review of earlier assessments
completed to date on the VSI property indicated that there was not enough
confidence in the data collected to write a compliant remedial action work
plan for remedy. Because data collected in these screenings indicated

elevated levels of Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (TPH) in seil and

Tichloreethylene (TCE) and TPH in groundwater, the City could not apply in
confidence for assessment dollars in the “hazardous wastes commingled with
petroleum” category. There Is the potential that the data may show areas of
petroleum only contamination and due to a lack of confidence in the original
data, the City is also applying for assessment funds for petroleum only
wastes. Based on that fact, it is the City’s intent to use funds to complete an
Ohio Voluntary Action Program Phase Il Environmental Site Assessment and
Remedial Actiori Plan necessary to identify and reduce the threat to human
health and the environment and make sure the site is environmentally clean.
The VSI site has a century-old history as a former glass and box plant and
has many potential environmental concems. Environmental screening
investigations found free product in groundwater samples, as well as (TCE).
Soil samples showed elevated levels of Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons.
Assessment dollars will help the City determine the extent of environmental
concemn, as well as prepare for funds from state and federal programs for
cleanup, demolition and acquisition.
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Ownership: In 1994, the City of Reading purchased -3.49 acres fronting
Reading Rd. from Nivison-Weiskopf Co (shown in blue and labeled VSi on
the map to the left). The City conducted its own due diligence at that time,
and studies conducted found. no evidence of environmental concems.
Nivison-Weiskopf retained ownership of the remaining 14.79 acres (shown:in
red and labelled N-W on the map to
the left). In May 1996, VSI expressed
interest in purchasing the 3.49-acre
property which the City had acquired.
VSI conducted its due diligence as
part of the acquisition process on the
3.49-acres. VSI's environmental
studies indicated the potential for
petroleum contamination on the
southern boundary of the property,
from two sources, a potential railroad
spill, and also from petroleum
operations used at the facility during
its use as a glass and box

- manufacturing plant, prior to the City's
purchase. Because of these
environmental concems, in May 1996,
the City conveyed 0.43-acre of the
original 3.49-acre property that was
unwanted by VSI to the Reading
Community Improevement Corporation
(CIC), which is the economic
development agent for the City. This
area is shown in green and is labeled
VSl on the map to the left. Atthe
same time, the City sold the remaining
3.05 acres to VS| for expansion of their headquarters, which are located at 15
W. Voorhees St. across the street from the site. VSl is one of Reading's
largest businesses, employing approximately 290 people. Although VSI
originally purchased the 8740 Reading Road property to construct additional
offices, they have since abandoned these plans, and are currently using the
building on the site for storage of their landscape equipment, vehicles, and
facility maintenance supplies (including electrical conduit). Because they no
longer need the facility, they have agreed:to sell the property to the Public
Library of Cincininati and Hamilton County (Library) for the construction of a
“farger, much needed branch facility that will serve Reading and nearby
communities, The City and the CIC have not caused or contributed to
suspect environmental concerns at the VS| property, and have prevented any
environmental impact to the property.
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leiskopf): The 14.7-acre Nivison-Weiskopf property is
lecated upgradlent of the VSI property to the east. The facility is owned by
Joseph Heiman, who included a letter of support in the initial application:
providing access for environmental assessment activities. The facility has a

century-old history as a glass and box manufacturing plant. Recently the Ohio

Pension Board conducted environmental assessments which were not made
available to the City. The purpose of the assessments were to determine if -
there were any funds that could be recovered from the acquisition of the
property to pay into the pensions of former employees of the facility. These
assessments indicated the potential for environmental concem and the
Pension Board waived their first right of purchase of the property because of
potential environmental liabilities associated with the property. Itis the City's
intent to conduct a Phase | and Phase Il Environmental Site Assessment
compliant with the Ohio Veluntary Action Program

. How, by conducting activities planned, impacts to the environment will
occur or be mitigated: All activities conducted will be done under a Health
and Safety Plan (HSP) and Quality Assurance Program Plan (QAPP)
approved by US EPA and the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency. Ohio
EPA has already partnered. with the City to offer technical assistance and
their Site Investigation Field Unit during the environmental assessment of the
project. The City intends to conduct all environmental investigations under the
direction of an Ohio Voluntary Action Program Certified Professional, who will
ensure that the investigation will noet impact the environment and who will
comply fully with the HSP and QAPP during assessment activities.

. Describe sensitive populations in the community surrounding the target
area and sites: Four of Reading's ten census tract block groups have
between 45% and 78% low and moderate income households (using
Community Development Block Grant statistics). The VSI and Nivision-
Wieskopf sites are located. in these low and moderate income block groups.
According to the 2000 census, the City of Reading’s median household
income is $39,140, less than the median household income for Hamilton
County ($41,000).

. How funds will be used to identify/reduce threats to the health and
welfare of these sensitive populations: Completion of Phase | and ||
Environmental Site Assessments will help the City identify and reduce
environmental threats to sensitive populations. The Nivison-Weiskopf
property has potential soil and groundwater environmental concerns froma
history of commercial and industrial use and location in the Mill Creek
Industrial Valley. The VSI property has many threats to residential properties
that border the property. Environmental econcerns include potentially PCB-
containing pad-mounted and pole-mounted transformers, TCE in
groundwater, petroleum contamination en the southemn portion of the property
from former Abeve Ground Storage Tanks (ASTs) and Underground Storage
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Tanks (USTs) or a railroad spill from the adjacent eastern tracks, the
observance of ash/cinders on the property, century old use from prior
industrial operations, and asbestos containing materials. Earlier
environmental testing conducted at the VSI property indicated the presence of
elevated TPH in soils associated with the ASTs and USTs on the property.
One boring had petroleum free product on the surface of the water table, and
the free product in groundwater did not appear-to be related to known on-site
activities. Trichlorethylene (TCE) above the MCL was reported in one
groundwater sample. There is also a large transformer station located on the
eastem central portion of the property. Residential propeities border the
property and are directly adjacent on the west and south boundaries.

. Describe relationship with state environmental authority and/or local
public health department to ensure that public health issues are
considered during the redevelopment process: The Ohio EPA Voluntary
Action Program and Site Field Investigation Unit (SIFU) staff visited the
property in support of the initial application and provided an earlier letter of
support. Reading will be able to offset some of the Phase Il Assessment costs
by using Ohio EPA’s SIFU unit. Ohio EPA has offered to act as an advisory to
ensure that public health issues are considered during all phases of the ‘
project.

. Reuse of Existing Infrastructure

. Describe whether the project will use existing infrastructure (e.g. public
transportation, utilities, and buildings) or required its expansion: The
project will utilize existing infrastructure at the site, as well as leverage recent
City infrastructure projects which have been funded primarily by state grants,
as part of its overall redevelopment plan. A $1.6 million state-of-the art traffic
signalization system was just instélled along Reading Road and other major
thoroughfares in the City resulting in more efficient traffic flow and improved
aesthetics. Additionally, the City just completed the $549,000 Southen
~ Avenue Storm Sewer Project which is located across the street from the
properties. The City recently completed a $20,000 comprehensive storm
sewer-mapping project for the Reading Road Corridor. Within the next six
months, the Ohio Department of Transportation will repave Reading Road in
the City of Reading. The local electric company, Cinergy, recently replaced all
of the gas lines along:Reading. Road. The City has retained an
engineering/architectural firm to develop construction documents for the
$3.75 million Reading Road Streetscaping Program featuring pedestrian
~ areas, sidewalks, parking, banners, decorative lighting, signage, landscaping,
street trees, and street furnishings including benches and trash receptacles.
Reuse of the existing buildings is unlikely. The City and the Reading Fire
Department have sent many letters and have met numerous times with the
owner of the Nivison-Weiskopf property regarding many health and safety
" and fire violations at the property. (Correspondence -documenting the state of
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disrepair of the building and violations of local health and safety and fire
codes is included as Attachment A).

. Describe whether the project will encourage the development or
redevelopment of properties with existing infrastructure and describe
the infrastructure that may be used: The project will encourage the use of
existing infrastructure on the property, including electric power; water, gas
and telephone utilities, streetscape sidewalks, and sewers. The expansion of
the Nivision-Weiskopf facility utilities and infrastructure may require additional
redevelopment and expansion of existing necessary utilities, based on a
proposed end use as a biomedical research facility.

. Greenspace/ Open Space

. Creation, preservation, or addition to a park, greenway, undeveloped
property, recreational property, or other property used for non-profit
purposes: The City is reusing brownfields to prevent the use of greenspace

- for redevelopment. At the same time reuse of these properties will provide
connections with local greenspace resources. Voorhees Park is located one
block away from the proposed library. The park is currently undergoing a
$325,000 rehabilitation including installation of new play equipment, a second
pavilion, expanded parking and a walking path. The Mill Creek Walking Trail,
a one mile trail connecting major residential areas of the City, is located eight
short blocks from the proposed library site at the intersection of Southern
Avenue and Koehler Avenue along the historic Mill Creek. The
redevelopment of the VSI property as the branch library will include outdeor
seating areas and attractive landscaping that is well suited to the surrounding
environment.

. Integration of Efforts to Improve/Redevelop Brownfields: _

The Reading Blue Ribbon Committee was established by the City of Reading

and Reading Chamber of Commerce in January 1997 to work with the City

and Chamber to implement a comprehensive economic development

program for the City. The Committee, which meets on a monthly basis, is

comprised of representatives from the public and private sectors, residential

community and. schools, The major goal of the Committee is to help

implement the recommendations outlined in the 1996 Economic Development

Nominal Group Technique Summary of Resuilts, including:

* Recruitment of new businesses with high paying jobs to.increase the tax

base

e Acquisition and redevelopment of the Nivison-Weiskopf property

¢ Raevitalization of the. Reading Road Corridor

o Retention/expansion of the branch library.

Given the fact that funding of the City’s Step Two Brownfields Grant

proposals will support the above goals, at their December 4, 2002 and March
5, 2003 meeting, the Blue Ribbon Committee unanimously voted to support
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the City’s applications. (A copy of the meeting minutes and a current
membership roster is as Attachment B).

The Reading Business Roundtable was formed in August $997 as a

consortium of the City of Reading’s seven largest employers, and staff from

the: City, Chamber of Commerce and Reading Community City Schools. The

Roundtable meets quarterly to discuss the City’s current efforts in the area of

econoemic development and to offer the City suggestions and human and

financial support to implement an effective local economic development

program. Recently the Roundtable funded the development and

implementation of the March 2001 City-of Reading Community Marketlng

Plan which recommends:

¢ Reading should capitalize on expanding the recently established
biotechnology partnership between the University of Cincinnati Genome
Research Institute, Patheon Phamnaceuticals, Inc. (formerly Aventis), and
Girindus America.

-« Reading should target high tax-generating businesses such as technology
and research based sectors.

¢ Reading’s web page should be redesigned and expanded to provide
valuable economic development information to exustlng and prospective
new businesses.

At their February 19, 2003 meeting the Roundtable developed key messages
for the City’s Crossroads of Opportunity marketing program including
establishing Reading as a “Bio-Tech Valley”.

At their November 20, 2002 and February 19, 2003 meetings, The Business
Roundtable thoroughly discussed the City's proposed Step Two Brownfields
Grant proposals, and the benefit that both proposals would have in retaining a
library in Reading, révitalizing the Reading Road Corridor, and expanding
Reading's biotech niche. At both meetings the members voted unanimously
to support the City’s pre-applications and applications. (Meeting minutes and
a current membership roster is included as Attachment C).

The Roundtable is also sponsoring update of the City's web page which will
include a section onthe library expansion and opportunities for growth of
Reading'’s biotech industry. (A copy of the outline for the City's web site,
which will include a link for community involvement on the US EPA grant is
included in Attachment D).

The Reading Community Improvement Corporation (CIC) was incorporated in
June 1975 to assist the City in attracting new businesses to the City of
Reading, as well as to retain those businesses already operatingin Reading.
As the City's designated agency for industrial, commercial, office and.
research development, the goal of the CIC is to increase and stabilize the
local tax base. Understanding the potential economic development benefit of
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the Step Two Brownfields Grant proposals, the Reading CIC at their January
7, 2003 unanimously voted to support the City's applications. This support is
in addition to the financial contribution that the CIC made, (along with Viox
Services, Inc. and Hamilton County Development Company) in July 2002 to
complete a VAP certified Phase | on the Viox/CIC property where the library
is proposed to locate. (Meeting minutes and a copy of the CIC's current
mernbership roster is included as Attachment E).

Support for Reading’s Step Two Brownfields Grants has alse been registered
by three community service organijzations, an environmental group, Support
documents from the Reading Community Schools, Reading Business
Roundtable, Reading Community Advisory Council (a local environmental
group), Reading Chamber of Commerce, Hamilton County Development
Company, Reading Blue Ribbon Committee, Reading Chapter of the Knights
of St. John, Reading Career Firefighters Local #1717, University of Cincinnati
Genome Research Institute, Reading Community Improvement Corporation,
Reading Kiwanis and the Reading Democrat Club show broad-based
community support for the application. (Letters of support from the above
organizations are included as Attachment F).

. Community Involvement

. How the local community was involved in the development of this
proposal. EPA may conduct reference checks to ensure that organizations
identified are supportive and involved with the brownfields project. EPA
encourages early community notification and continuing community
involvement. The City held a public meeting on December 3, 2002 on the
initial proposal and held a second public meeting on March 11, 2003 for the
Final/Step 2 propesal. The community was notified in advance of the public
meeting by a local ad placed in the Valley Couirier, a paper serving Reading
residents and adjacent communities. The public was also given the
opportunity to review the City’s application. The City placed a-copy of the
Initial Application in the Reading ‘Public Library and also at City Hall. _
Approximately sixty people signed out the application for public review prior to
the public meeting. During the public meeting the community was notified of
the preparation of the submiission of the proposal, given the opportunity to ask
questions, provide support, and participate in the preparation of the Final/Step
2 proposal. Following the public meeting the Cincinnati Enquirer published an
article on the City's application and the discussion at the public meeting. (A
copy of the public notice of the meeting, a list of attendees of the public
meeting, sign-out sheets for the application by the public, and the article from
the. Cincinnati Enquirer are included as Attachment G).

. Partnerships at the local and state levels to ensure appropriate and

sustainable cleanup and redevelopment of brownfields: Partnerships with
Ohio EPA, the Reading Blue Ribbon Committee, Reading Chamber of
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Commerce, Reading Business Roundtable, Reading: Commuinity
Improvement Corporation, Reading Knights of St. John, Hamilton County
Economic Development Office; the Public Library of Cincinnati: and-Hamilton
County (Library) have contributed to the development of the Initial and
Final/Step 2 proposals. Reading's receipt of Technical Assistance Funds to
use Ohio EPA's Site Investigation Field Unit (SIFU) staff supported the City’s
intent to use the field unit as a means. to leverage additional funds for the
assessment of the properties. These organizations will act as an ongeing
advisory group to the City to ensure sustainable cleanup and redevelopment
of the two sites. Letters of support for the Final/Step 2 proposal from multiple
partners at the local and state levels are included as Attachment F. These
partners will play an invaluable role in the City’s next step in redevelopment. It
is the City’s intent to apply for additional funding from the Clean Ohio
Revitalization Fund, which offers up to $3 million per project in grants for
acquisition, remediation, demolition and the minimum amount of infrastructure
necessary to make a brownfield redevelopment viable.

. Discuss your plan for involving the local community (e.g. neighborhood
organizations, citizen’s groups, borrowers, redevelopers, and other
stakeholders) in cleanup decisions or reuse planning.

The local community will continue to be involved in the City’s efforts to assess
and redevelop the property. The Reading Chamber, Blue Ribbon Committee,
and Business Roundtable all agree on what ttie final outcome of the project is
— successful assessment, cleanup and redevelopment of the sites for use as
a public library and potential biomedical research facility hub. At each phase
of the project, including the inception, completion of the Phase |
Assessments, completion of the Phase Il assessments, and remedial
planning, the City will hold public meetings to discuss the status of the project,
and plan for the next step. It is the City’s goal to provide a-medium for
interaction with the public and shareholders that provides meaningful
outreach and the opportunity to include comment in the City's cleanup and
redevelopment decisions.

. Describe the means by which you will communicate the progress of
your project to citizens, including plan for communicating in languages
indigenous. to the community. Reading willimplement a community
involvement program to include sponsorship of public meetings and
production of a public educational newsletter at the following phases of the
project: 1) inception/kick-off, which will include an invitation to the science
classes of local high schools to menitor the project, 2) the completion of the
Phase | Environmental Site Assessments, and 3) the completion of the Phase
Il Environmental Site Assessments. The public will also be able to review the
status of the US EPA program via the City's developing website,
Reading.com.
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US EPA Brownfields:Final/Step 2 Proposal
City of Reading, Ohio, Reading Road Redevelopment Project

List of Attachments
(Not Previously Included in the Initial Proposal)

Attachment A; ©~  Notice of Violation letters regarding the 4.7-acre
Nivison-Welskopf property and the muitiple building and
fire code violations on the property

Attachment B: City of Reading Blue Ribbon Committee (a consortium of

. reading business organizations and US EPA advisory .
partner) meeting minutes from December 4, 2003 and March
5, 2003 regarding the committee’s support and discussion of
the Final/Step 2 Proposal and current membership roster

Attachment C: City of Reading Business Roundtable (a consortium of
: Reading business CEO's organization and US EPA advisory
‘partner) meeting minutes from February 19, 2003 discussing

the Final/Step 2 Proposal and current membership roster

Attachment D: City of Reading Revised Web Site Initiative Outline,
which includes a planned link for US EPA education/public
meetings and status of the US EPA project

Attachment E: Reading Community improvement Corporation (the
City’s economic development division and US EPA advisory
partner) meeting minutes from January 2, 2003 discussing
the Final/Step 2 proposal and current membership roster

Attachment F: Letters of Support/Community Partnerships

- Hamilton County Economic Development Office

- Reading Chapter of the Knights of St. John.

- Reading Chamber of Commerce (including the
special meeting called by the Chamber to
demonstrate support for the Step Twe Proposal and
list of attendees/membership roster)

- Reading Community Advisory Council (local
environmental erganization)

- University of Cincinnati- Geneme Research Institute

- Reading.Democrat Club

- Reading Community Schools

- Reading Career Firefighters Local #3717

- Reading Kiwanis



Attachment G: Community Involvement in the Final/Step 2 Proposal

March 5, 2003 Valley Courier Public Notice of the
Public Meeting on the Step 2 Proposal

March 12, 2003 Cincinnati Enquirer Article on the

Step Two Public Meeting

Sign-Out Sheets for the Review of the Initial and Draft
Step 2 Proposal placed in the Reading Public Library
and also at City Hall (reviewed by approximately 60

residents)

Sign-in Sheet from the City Council's special meeting
for the public hearing on the Step 2 Proposal, March
11, 2003, (which includes 7 residents)



Attachment A

Notice of Violation letters regarding the 4.7-acre Nivison-Weiskopf property
and the multiple building and fire code violations on the property
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Reading Fire Department

. et 1000 Market ST

Reading, OH 45215
513=733-5537

VIOLATION NOTICE

March 19, 2002

Nivison Weiskopf Corp. ‘@ccupancy # 2701
LP Pallet Company

601 Third St.
Reading, OH 45215

Re: 601 Third ST

An inspection 6f your property on March 19, 2002 which revealed violations of the
Codified Ordinances of Reading, Ohio,Part Sixteen(16) - Fire Prevention Code, Chapter 1610-
Unified Fire Code of Hamilton County. You have a right to appeal the. decision

or interpretation by the fire official. An appeal may be made on a form provided and
obtained from the fire official within 20 days after the written notice of violation was
received. A fee of $100.00 shall accompany the appllcatlon form. Forms received without
the fee attached will not be processed until the fee is paid.

The following violations require your attemtion. A re-inspection of the property is
scheduled for April 3, 2002. Please contact this office if there are any questions
regarding this matter.

Code :

310.5 Extenaion Cords:
Extension cords and flexible cords shall not be a substitute for permanent wiring.
Extension cords and flexible cords shall not be affixed to structures; extended through
walls, ceilings or floors, or under doors or floor coverings; nor shall such cords be
subject to environmental damage or physical impact.
LOCATION: West wall of E Building, orange extension cord used to power lighting and
stereo in production area. Remove extension cord and provide approved wiring per National
Electric Code.

Date Corrected: CE(

518.2 Where Required:.
Portable fire extinguishers shall be provided in all buildings and structures as deemed
necessary by the code official. Portable fire extinguishers shall be installed and
.maintained in accordance with NFiPA 10 listed in Chapter 44:

1. In all areas contalning commercial kitchen exhaust hood systema.

2. '~ In all areas where fuel is dispensed. _

3. In all areas where a flammable or combustible liquid is used in the operation of
spraying, coating or dipping.

4. In all occupancles in Use Group I-3 at staff locatiens. Access to portable fire

extinguishers shall be permitted to be locked.



HKeadirig Fire Depactment
1000 Market ST

Reading, OH 45215
513-733-5537

VIOLATION NOTICE

March 19, 2002

Nivison Weilskopf Corp. occupancy # 2701
LP Pallet Company

601 Third St.

Reading, OH 45215

Re: 601 Third ST

5. On each floor of structures under comstruction, eéxcept occupancies in Use Group R-3.
6. In any laboratory, shop or other room of similar purpose.
7. In residential buildings such as hotels, dormitoriés, lodging houses and
multi-family dwellings, at least one(l) approved portabile fire extinguisher with a
minimum rating of 2-A:10-B:C shall be installed on each floor lével. Additional approved
portable fire extinguishers shall also be provided in each laundry room, beating or aixr
handling room and in similar rooms subject to more than one(l) tenant use or public use
when deemed necessary by the code official. A portable extinguisher with a minimum
rating of 1-A:10-B:C may be provided in each dwelling unit in lieii of an extimguisher in
the common hallways on each floor. The code official shall be permitted to modify
portable fire extinguisher requ1rements of Section F-518.2 item #8.

8. Where required by the sections indicated in Table F-518.2 for various operations,
processes, structures and areas.
LOCATION: No fire extinguisher located onubr¢pane_pewered fork truck. Install a portable
fire extinguisher, minimum rating of 2-A:10-B:C, on the fork truck.

Date Corrected: 524? -

Widmann, Terence A
Inspector
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Reading Fire Department
. . . 1000 Market 8T
Reading, OH 45215
513-733-5537

VIOLATION NOTICE

March 20, 2002

Joe Heiman Occupancy # 2700
Nivison Weiskopf Corp.

601 Third Street

Reading, OH 45215

Re: 601 Third ST

An inspection of your property on March 20, 2002 which revealed violations of the
Codified Ordindnces of Reading, Ohio,Part Sixteen(16) - Fire Prevention Code, Chapter 1610-
Unified Fire Code of Hamilton County. You have a right to appeal the decision . ’
or intexpretation by the fire official. An appeal may be made on a form provided and
obtained from the fire official within 20 days after the written notice of violation was
received. A fee of $100.00 shall accompany the application form. Forms received without
the fee attached will not be processed until the fee is paid.

The following violations require your attention. A re-inspection of the property is
scheduled for Please contact this office if there are any questions
regarding this matter.

Code e

110.3 Unsafe Conditions: . o

All structures or existing equipment that are or hereafter become unsafe or deficient
' because of inadequate means of egress facilities or which constitute a fire hazard, or

are otherwise dangerous to human life or the public welfare, or which involve illegal or
improper occupancy or inadequate maintenance, shall be deemed an unsafe condition.
Unsafe structures or equipment shall be reported to the building code official who shall -
take appropriate action as deemed necessary under the provisions of the building code
listed in Chapter 44.

Structural Damage to Building "E" due to water enteringibuilding-damaging structural and
flooring members referred to building department.

Date Corrected:

Fladung, Kim E
Inspector



The Crossroads of Opportumty

i
1000 Mar'k_et Street

Reading, OH 45215-3283
Y

L . : . Phone: 513.733.3725
March 21, 2002 _ Fax: 513.733.2077

www.readingohio.org

Mr. Joe Heiman
P.O. Box 15337
Cincinnati, Qhio 45215

Dear Mr. Heiman:

On Tuesday, March 19, 2002 I accompanied Asst. Fire Chief Flauding-in the inspection of your
_ building complex located at 8740 Reading Road. I was asked by Asst Chief Flauding to inspect
the building due to the evidence of structural failure in several areds of the building. Upen
arrival, we proceeded to the area designated building “E” to examine the structure. The
following is a summary of those observations.

¢ The second required means of egress, an exit stairs, was totally unstable and qucstlonable
as to its’ ability to carry more than oné person at a time.

« - Obvious structural failure of one of the main support roof beams on the east wall.
. Disintegration of a bearing peint at another main support beam on the east wall.

. Structural failure on the second floor framing @ center fire door. —
« . Structural failure on first floor framing @ center of building “E”

-"‘?;;g,Rapld d1smtegrat10n of ﬂoonng, floor framing, and roof framing due to multiple roof
ﬂeaks

Only one safe means of egress from second floor.
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A
10'0'0 Market Street

Reading, OH 45215-3283
Y
Phone: 513.733.3725
Fax: 513.733.2077
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The above observations of the conditions of Building “E” make me reach the conclusion that
until significant repair is made to the above mentioned structural elements, this building should
not be occupied and is unsafe for any habitation. In addition, I feel it would be-extremely
hazardous for any fireﬁghter to enter this structure in response to an emergency.

If you have any questions regarding this action, please feel free to call me at 733-3725.

‘Daniel R. Brooks, RA
Zoning Administrator

Dis




Reading Fire

Department

Memo

To: Mr. Dan Brooks; Building Administrator
From: Asst. Chiéf Kim Fladung

CC: Chief Kaiser, Mayor Schmidt

Date: 03/20/02

Re: Nivison Weiskopf, Unsafe Building

On Tuesday, March 19, 2002, | accompanied fire department unit 2 on a company
fire inspection of the Nivison-Weiskopf complex at 8740 Reading Rd. During the

inspection of building “E”, we encountered unsafe structural conditions in the building.

The roof in the building is opened in several locations, allowing rainwater to enter the

building. Several large structural members on the top floor are -either rotted away and
broken, or are severely damaged by the water and are likely to fail. The rainwater

has also caused several holes in the wooded fioors on all levels, making occupancy
or .operations of the building unsafe.

The Reading Fire Prevention code, F-110.3, requires that structures that present a

‘hazard or that are inadequately maintained be deemed unsafe and reported to the

building department. Upon discovery of these unsafe-conditions, Mr. Dan Brooks was
requested and responded to evaluate the building for structural integrity.

The area in question is being occupied for some storage by the owner, and. is also
used for pedestrian traffic to other buildings in the complex. The entire complex is
sprinkled, and orders have been issued to have the system inspected and
documentation of service provnded to my office.

Firefighters of our department have been instructed to only access the fire alarm
panel on the south wall of the complex to ascertain alarm locations. No other
firefighter access will be allowed in any other parts of building “E” until which time the
structure is deemed safe by the building department.

Please contact me if you-have any further questions.

®.Page 1



READING FIRE'DEPARTMENT PRE-PLAN - Occupancy ID: 2700

Date: 2/20/98

Facility: Nivison Weiskopf

“Address: 8740 Reading Rd. Diagram: Site plan
Phone: 821-
_ 821-2610 Map# 1 of 1
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READING FIRE DEPARTMENT
DATE: 10/8/99
TO: MR. BROOKS, BUELDING /ZONING ADMINISTRATOR
cc: ALL F.D. MEMBERS, MAYOR SCHMIDT
FROM: KEVIN D. KAISER, ASSISTANT FIRE CHIEF
RE: UNSAFE STRUCTURE: NIVISON-WEISKOPF

The Reading Fire Prevention Code, F-110.3, requires that structures that present a hazard or are
iradequately maintained be deemed unsafe and reported to the building department. I formally
request. that the building department evaluate a portion of the old Nivison-Weiskopf comiplex,
namely the roof area of Building 11. The roof is opened allowing rainwater inside the structure,
causing additional damage to the roof and floors on all levels.. The area in question is not currently
occupied. The entire complex is sprinkled and orders have been issued to have the system

inspected/services as required by the code.

Firefighters are instructed to exercise extreme caution should the fire department’s services be

necessary in this general area of the complex.

ATTACHMENTS
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Reading Fire Department
1000 Market ST
Reading, OH 45215
513-733~5537

VIOLATION NOTICE

August 15, 2002

Nivison Weiskopf Corp. : Occupancy # 2700
Nivison Weiskopf Corp. '

60l Third Street
Reading, OH 45215

Re: 601 Third ST

An inspection of your property on Bugust 15, 2002 which revealed violations of the
Codified Ordinancés of Reading, Ohio,Part Sixteen(l16) - Fire Prevention Code, Chapter 1610-
Unified Fire Code of Hamilton County. You havé a right to appeal the decision

or interpretation by the fire official. An appeal may be made on a form provided and
obtained from the fire official within 20 days after the written notice of vielation was
received. A fee of $100.00 shall accompany the appllcatlon form. Forms received without .
the fee attached will not be processed until the fee is paidi.

The following violations require your attention. A re-insepection of the property is
scheduled for Please contact this office if there are any questions
regarding this matter.

Code

110.3 Unsafe Conditions:
All structures or existing equipment that are or hereafter become unsafe or deficient
because of inadequate means of egress facilities or which constitute a fire hazard, or
are otherwise dangerous to human life or the public welfare, or which involve illegal or’
improper eccupancy or inadequate maintenance, shall be deemed an unsafe condition. A
vacant structure which is not secured against eritry shall be deemed unsafe. Unsafe
structures or equipment shall be reported to thé building code official who shall take
appropriate action as deemed necessary under the provisions of the building code listed
in Chapter 44, '

Structural collapse of roof beam which disabled the sprinkler system in building "E" is:
inspected by A/C Fladung and Mr. Dan Brooks of the building department. Sprinkler system
to building "E" continues to be disabled in Building "E®, (white riser)

’

Date Corrected:

_Q?j/wﬁw,

ladung, Kim E
Inspector
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1000 Market St.
Reading, OH 45215
513-733-5537

o
@

VIOLATION NOTICE

October 6, 1999

Nivison Weiskopf Corp. | Occupancy # 2700
601 Third Street
Reading, OH 45215

Re: 601 Third St.

An inspectionof your property on 10/06/1999. which revealed violations of the Codified Ordinances of
Reading, Ohio, Part Sixteen(16) - Fire Prevention Code, Chapter 1610 - Unified Fire Code of Hamilton County.
You have a right to appeal the decision or interpretation by the fire official. An appeal may be made on a form
provided and obtained from the fire official within 20 days after the written notice of violation was received.

A fee of $100.00 shall accompany the application form. Forms received without the fee attached will not be
processed until the fee is paid.

The following violations require your attention. A re-inspection of the property is scheduled for
11/05/1999 . Please contact this office if there are any questions:regarding this matter.

Code

F 319.1 General:
The interior of a structure shall be maintained in good repair and structurally sound condition so as to prevent the '
spread of fire. Extensive damage to roof and flooring of second floor area. Portions of roof are open, allowing rain
water into the structure. (Referred to Building Department) Structure must be repaired to original intent. The overhang
along the dock area will be evaluated by the Building Department.

Date Corrected: / /
F 506.1 " Periodic Testing and Inspection:
All water sprinkler and water-spray extinguishing systems and standpipe systems shall be periodically inspected, tested
and maintained in accordance with the requirements of NFiPA 25 listed in Chapter 44. All sprinkler and water spray
systems shall be tested for proper operation(flow test) at twelve(12) month intervals. All tests shall be performed by a
certified technician as specified in ORC 3737.65 and a copy of the annual or other required testing shall be filed with
the code official upon completion of each test. NOTE: Inspection shall include reservoir/pump components.

In addition:

1. The PIV under the rear dock, along railroad is leaking and in need of repair. There is-also an open box for the

tampering device, from the PIV.
2. Caps are necessary for the wall hydrant and gate over the "orange" control valve(dock).

Date Corrected: [/ /

Kevin D Kaiser




Reading Fire Department
1000 Market ST

’ Reading, OH 45215

513-733-5537

VIOLATION NOTICE

August 15, 2002

Nivison Weiskopf Corp. Occupancy # 2700
Nivison Weiskopf Corp.

601 Third Street
Reading, OH 45215

Re: 601 Third ST

An inspection of your property on August 15, 2002 which revealed violations of the
Codified Ordinances of Reading, Ohio,Part Sixteen(16) - Fire Prevention Code, Chapter 1610-
Unified Fire Code of Hamilton County. You have a right to appeal the decision

or interpretation by the fire official. An appeal may be made on a form provided and
obtained from the fire official within 20 days after the written notice of violation was

received. A fee of $100.00 shall accompany the application form. Forms received without
the fee attached will not be processed until the fee is paid.

The following violations require your attention. A re-inspection of the property is
scheduled for Please contact this office if there are any questions
regarding this matter.

Code

110.3 Unsafe Conditions:
All structures or existing equipment that are or hereafter become unsafe or deficient
because of inadequate means of egress facilities or which constitute a fire hazard, or
are otherwise dangerous to human life or the public welfare, or which involve illegal or
improper occupancy or inadequate maintenance, shall be deemed an unsafe condition. A
vacant structure which is not secured against entry shall be deemed unsafe. Unsafe
structures or equipment shall be reported to the building code official who shall take
appropriate action as deemed necessary under the provisions of the building code listed
in Chapter 44. :

Structural collapse of roof beam which disabled the sprinkler system in building "E" is
inspected by A/C Fladung and Mr. Dan Brooks of the building department. Sprinkler system
to building "E" continues to be disabled in Building "E". (white riser)

Date Corrected:

ladung, Kim E /
Inspector
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DAVID T. STEVENSON
Law Director

DOUGLAS G. SAND
Auditor

MELVIN T. GERTZ
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August 21, 2002

Mr. Joe Heiman
P.O. Box 15337

Cincinnati, Ohio 45215

Dear Mr, Heiman:

<l>
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A
1000 Market Street

Reading, OH 45215-3283
Y
Phone: 513.733.3725

Fax: 513.733.2077
www.readingohio.org

ALBERT ELMLINGER, JR.
President of Council
ROBERT “BO” BEMMES
ROBERT BOEHNER
THOMAS E. PENNEKAMP
Council-At-Large
RUSS WULF
Council Ward 1
ANTHONY J. GERTZ
Council Ward 2
KEVIN A. PARKER
Council Ward 3
KENNETH NORDIN
Coincil Ward 4
PAT LAPPLE
Clerk of Council

On Thursday , August 15, 2002, I accompanied Asst. Fire Chief Flauding in the inspection of
your building complex located at 8740 Reading Road. I was asked by Asst Chief Flauding to
inspect the building due to the evidence of the latest structural failure in the building. Upen
arrival, we proceeded to the area designated building “E” to examine the striicture. The
following is a summary of those observations.

. Obvious structural failure of one of the main support roof beams on the west wall.
' This beam failure caused the beam in question to damage the main sprinkler water line

as it fell thus rendering the entire building “ E “ without sprinkler.

This mest recent event combined with those items observed in the letter dated March 21, 2002

has resulted in this situation reaching a point that the building poses a serious and immediate

threat to life, health and safety to the general public. Imnmediate action must be taken to cease
- the decay and to reinforce the existing structure so as to eliminate further collapse of the roof,

i walls and floors.

‘. As aresult, youare. hereby notified that within thirty (30) days of the date of this letter, you will

.. sy Tender the bui

repalred or razed. The Mayor, Law Director, and Council will be continually

" advised as to 'your progress on this matter. Prompt action must be taken! Any repairs must be
done-in-accordance with the Ohio Building Code and subject to inspection and approval by this

h

“,)uﬂ

.%‘-L-‘&i"ﬁ‘v?&ibﬁﬁi!ﬂ"

e Smcerely,

"'
5“ -»".5

R

5
o

Daniel R. Brooks
Zoning Administrator

mdeparthlent and the City of Readmg Fire Department.

If you have any questions, I urge you not to hesitate to call me at 733-3725.
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-www.readingohio.org
'Mr. Joe Heiman
P.O. Box 15337
Cincinnati, Ohio 45215
Dear Mr. Heiman:
. On Tuesday, March 19, 2002 I accompanied Asst. Fire Chief Flauding in thé insi)ect'ion of your
building complex located at 8740 Reading Road. I was asked by Asst Chief Flauding to inspect
the building due to the evidence of structural failure in several areas of the building. Upon
arrival, we proceeded to the area designated building “E” to examine the structure. The
following is a summary of those observations.

e The second required means of egress, an exit stairs, was totally unstable and questionable
-as to its’ ability to carry more than one person at a time.

. Obvious structural failure of one of the main support roof beams on the east wall.
. Disintegration of a bearing point at another main support beam on the east wall.

. Structural failure on the second floor framing @ center fire door.

. Structural failure on first floor framing @ center of building “E”

. Rapid disintegration of flooring, floor framing, and roof framing due to multiple roof
leaks.

. Only one safe means of e_gfess from second floor.
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The above observations of the conditions of Building “E” make me reach the conclusion that
until significant repair is made to the above mentioned structural elements, this building should
not be occupied and is unsafe for any habitation. In addition, I feel it would be extremely
hazardous for any firefighter to enter this structure in response to an emergency.

If you have any questions regarding this action, please feel free to call me at 733-3725.

Daniel R. Brooks, RA
. Zoning Administrator

‘Dis
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Attachment B

City of Reading Blue Ribbon Committee (a consortium of reading business
organizations and US EPA advisory partner) meeting minutes from December 4,
2003 and March 5, 2003 regarding the committee’s support and discussion of
the Final/Step 2 Proposal and current membership roster
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CITY OF READING BLUE RIBBON COMMITTEE

Meetmg Mmutes — December 4, 2002,

Meeting convened at 9:20 a.m. in the City of Reading Caucus room with the following members present:
Bob Boehner, Jerry Evers, Dave Flege, Ti Hoerst, Tim Schmidt, Mayor Earl Schmidt, Jim Stewart,
and Jim Pfennig. Linda Fitzgeraldun neeting. Motion to accept the minutes was made
by Tim Schmidt, seconde :

Update of the ongoing} nd monthl Wpef the ( as given by Mayor Schmidt:

Southern Avenue

ject — Cinergy is currentil doi i necessary upgrading before
Howell Construdtj N

he actual sewer work.

Zoning Code res

ndations presented by the P
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The Crossroad
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Giftique store. Meier
food service. /

@ahead on their plans to open
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Sy Board of Health papers for
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8 B 8 7 o ) per,
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property acquisition tif Atreet.

The Public Library
U.S. EPA Brownfi
be used to condu
approximate 3 ag
Menibers disc

. The City will submit two
I funded, grant proceeds will
Bental studies on both the
R by Nivison Weiskopf.

M hey will identify what,
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Mayor reported that they had hireREESEEESErolmen to e Btly joined the
Blue Ash Department and a new (i Eer to repla #n Shorter, a
licensed water department employeeW1iglife retiring aft\ drobably be
necessary to replace him. ' |

e year and 16 WIE

The Business Directory should be ready to be mailed out af

. 1 BFfst of the year. There were enough
_ads sold to pay for the cost of printing. - : :
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The Mayor reported that Council has decided to take the four million dollars from the bonds and put
into a Reading Growth Fund with only $800,000 to go into the General Fund for 2003. Mayor stated he
had requested that they put more into the General Fund since the expected revenue is not going to cover
wages and expenditures for the year. Either more income is needed or services are going to have to be
cut. Council Finance Committee is working on the temporary appropriation for 2003. The temporary
appropriation (it is usually one quartes of the actyal appropriation) needs to be passed to enable payroll
to be met right after the first of 2 ? ap fropriation is due to the County in March.

Everyone enjoyed the ¢
for the year. (Attached;

T1e presentation of the business awards
iafffbers Business of the year awards.

Tim Schmidt made

y January 8, 2003



CITY OF READING BLUE RIBBON COMMITTEE

Meetmg Mmutes — March 5, 2003

Meeting convened at 9:15 a.m. .in the City of Reading Caucus Room with the following members present Bob Boehner, Jerry
Evers, Dave Flege, Linda Fitzgerald, Tim Hoerst, Tim Schmidt and Jim Stewart. Margie Robinson and Jim Pfennig called to
say they could not attend. Mayor Schniidt w Motjon to accept the miriutes was made by Tim Schmidt and
seconded by Dave Flege. e g

Update of the-ongoing city | =Safcty Service Director Tim Hoerst:
Southern Avenue is still
have been removed and
upgrades.

- gun at Voorhees Park. The tennis courts
llows additional work should-pNggess tgithamavilion and the rest of the scheduled

Crossroads Grill hgs
of their kitchen upg
a nice addition to

oblems in trying to get their pla;
Deli extension on Reading Ro!

flations, but are nearing completion
aling bt plans look like it will be

139 E. Benson Street y ived appraisal and made Wosing date has been set for March
31*. Monies fromdfie:CD d ‘we still h operty. Plans are for demolition
of the building, and hop re:will be some . In the meantime the property
will be adapted for paf

City has received word that the c6 ; nds) the rest of /Columbia Avenue to

Ridge Road.

The Reading Fire Department thi ! BRpped from'a 4 to-a 3...which should mean
lower insurance rates for resi ,"80 We can be really proud of our fire
department for. being so well ient upgrades to the water system that
have enable us to attain this

Linda Fitzgerald reported § & Some cortacts de_ﬁnitely interested
in the property.

Linda reported thiat th ents funds to conduct a VAP-
certified Phase II (o been invited to submit a full
application on both Bnvironmental Design Group
(EDG) are working & encouraging that the City
of Reading is the ppplication.  Reading’s
application will of EDG, we have about

\\

-a1in9 chance a

Here is an updfite on 3

" of the library and
Nivison properties: .

~ EDG completed the VAP-certified Phaly 1 §iic Viox/CIC profi N artners for-this STOTYRWiox/Reading
Commiiiity Improvertient Corporation: and H¥milton:County DRt B y) have received a copy of this study
and have been billed for their share ($1,000.cach). iy .

~ Reading’s U.S. EPA Brownfield Assessments pre-applicatioriges
Viox/CIC and Nivison sites) were submitted and approved. - ,

~  Assessment final proposals due March 18. Public hearing will B h At City hall March- 11* at 7:00 pm. The
applications are on file at the Public Library and City hall for review and comment.

; Qc VAP-certified Phase IT (on both the
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~  National Evaluation will be condiicted April 2003.

~  Announcements of awards will be September 2003.

~ Contracts with successful applicants will bé signed October 2003.
~  Assessments can begin December 2003.

As noted above; assummg we recexve the U.S.,EPA Bya

elds Assessment Grants, we can begin the VAP-certified Phase II
ed Phihse IT will determirie that no further action (remediation) is
needed, in whxch case the librs , ¥ If rerpediation is réquired, the City can apply for Clean Ohio
Revitalization Funds to remediate\both't _ ison sifes. X elgsl is the timetable for applying for these fiinds:

flire not prepared to submit for remédiation
agfessmment is no yet completed.)

~  Clean Ohio

By including the 14
Ohio funds will likel;
béen strong publiod

ite_ the City’s application for Clean
eld. Linda noted that there has
g their past support.

ompetmvc given the potentis
both projects and she thank

Tim asked if the CICvould 8 ary. Linda said the CIC will either
sell or donate the sma Fia d._ et e if there is hazardous waste:on
the Nivison Weiskopfproperg plied jble hazardous waste and petroleum
contamination on boftrsites. ask ou ik m explained that it had been used
as a glass and box manui - Ch : cluding a train derailment and a fire
that occurred on the site§ '

conded by Tim Schmidt, the members of
A Brownfield Assessments applications,
in Reading, and also attract additional

After considerable.discussion on t

the Blue Ribbon Committee vo
given the fact they will hkely p
biotech jobs to the:.communi

At the last Business Roundtg
Rick Konrad who will be
to produce before,

Associates have been upgrading with
vanced web site than ' we were able

The Chamber of Com
The schools have ind
plans and set the da

jth the Taste of Reading event.
B is scheduled to go over the

Tim Schmidt madg



CITY OF READING
BLUE RIBBON COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Don Vonderhaar Jr., Businessman

Vonderhaar’s Market & Catering, Inc.

19 W. Pleasant Street
513/554-1969 (work phone)
513/554-0255 (fax)
cater4ud@aol.com

Bob Boehner, Councilmember
l 10 Slebenthaler Drive

- P
51 3/860-2239 (fax)
bob_boehner@hotmail. com

Linda Fitzgerald

Economic Development Consultant
LSR Consultants

P.O. Box 527

Loveland, OH 45140
513/677-9766 (work phone)
513/677-9782 (fax)

Isr@fuse.net

David Flege, Businessman
Valley Central Savings Bank
115 W. Benson St.

Reading, OH 45215
513/821-3335 (phone)
513/821-3345 (fax)

davidflege@valleycentral.org

Margie Robinson, Businesswoman
Hoops Sports Bar

20 W. Benson St.

Reading, OH 45215
513/761-4667 (work phone)
513/821-3129 (fax)
hoopsreading@aol.com

March 2003

Mike Kelsey, Businessman
McCluskey Chevrolet

8525 Reading Rd.
Cincinnati, OH 45215
513/679-9421 (work phone)
513/679-9422 (fax)
kelseym@mecluskey.com

Dave Gibson, Asst. Superintendent
Reading Community City Schools
1301 Bonnell Ave.

Reading, OH 45215
513/554-1800 #3 (work phone)
513/483-6754 (fax)
dgibson@readingschools.org

Jim Pfennig, Resident
244 W. Vine Street

Tim Hoerst, Safety-Service Director
City of Reading

1000 Market St.

Reading, OH 45215

513/733-3725 (work phone)
513/733-2077 (fax)
thoerst@readingohio.org

Jerry Evers, Businessman
Fifth Third Bank

223 W. Benson St.
Reading, OH 45215 :
513/821-8858 (werk phone)
513/821-8871 (fax)
jerry.evers@53.com



Earl Schmidt, Mayor
City of Reading

1000 Market St.
Reading, OH 45215
513/733-3725 (phone)
Sd3ﬂ33-2077 (fax)

Tim Schmidt, Businessman (retired)
Schmidt-Dhonau Funeral Home
8633 Reading Rd.

Steve Goessling, Businessman
Reading IGA

9200 Reading Rd.

Reading, OH 45215
513/733-4173 (work phone)
513/733-5667 (fax)
sjgoess@msn.com

Jim Stewart, Businessman &
Chamber of Cotimerce President

General Tool Company

101 Landy Lane

Reading, OH 45215

513/733-5500 (work phone)

513/733-5604 (fax)

jims@gentool.com
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City of Reading Business Roundtable (a consortium of Reading business
CEOQ'’s organization and US EPA advisory partner) meeting minutes

from February 19, 2003 discussing the Final/Step 2 Proposal and current
membership roster
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MINUTES
February 19, 2003 Reading Business Roundtable Meeting

Members Present: Mayor Earl Schmidt, Linda Fitzgerald and Tim Hoerst, City of
Reading; Bill Kramer (General Tool Co.); Bruce Beiser (Rohm and Haas); Mike Viox
(Viox Services Inc.); Ed Frankel (Standard Textile); J.R. Powell and Barbara
Hummeldorf (Tyco Healthcare/Mallinckrodt); and Jiin Stewart (Reading Chamber of
Commerce), Also present was Eric Landen of Dan Pinger Public Relations, Inc,

Barbara Hummeldorf announced that she would be retiring in April as Human Resource
Director at Mallinckrodt. She introdiiced J.R. Powell who recently replaced Ken Niehoff
as Director of Site Operations; Ken was relocated to Tyco Healthcare/Mallinckrodt
offices in Connecticut. Everyone welcomed Ken and wished Barbara a happy retirement.
Linda distributed the updated membership roster and asked the members to review it for
accuracy.

The meeting of the Reading Business Roundtable convened at 11:20 a.m. in the
conference room at Rohm & Haas. On a motion by Bruce Beiser, seconded by Barbara
Hummeldorf, the minutes of the November 20, 2002 meeting were reviewed and
unanimously adopted with a few minor changes submitted by the Mayor.

City of Reading Updates

The Mayor reported that given the snowy weather conditions, one of the major City
functions has been keeping the roads clear and safe. Work on the Voorhées Park
renovation project will resume after the weather breaks. The Seuthern Avenue Storm
Sewer Renovation has been delayed due to two reasens: inclement weather and CG&E is
installing new gas lines. The City received a $175,000 Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) to eliminate blighted buildings on Reading Rd. and Benson Street and to
make roadway/streetscape improvements. The City has already used some of the funds
to acquire and démolish the formér Ford Showroom on Reading Rd. and to make
improvements at the intersection of Reading Rd. and Benson St. Funds will be used in
the near future to acquire and demolish the vacant dilapidated house at 416 W. Bensen
St. One possible reuse of the property will be to construct a parking lot to help
accommodate Reading’s booming bridal business. The Reading Road signalization.
project is not totally complete yet but should be by the end of April 2003.

The City used a portion of the proceeds from the sale of the electric plant to pay off a
$500,000 note that was issued last year to pay for expenses. The City anticipates that
they will also have to use an additional $300,000 in €lectric plant sale proceeds to help
meet expenses in 2003. As part of their cost cutting measures, the City will not replace a
position in the Public Works Department that was vacated with a retirement; the Mayor is
committed to no cuts being made in the Police and Fire Departments. Reading uses “paid
on call” paramedics which helps reduce operating costs.

Mayor Schmidt reported that the acquisition of Aventis By Canadian-based Patheon
Pharmaceuticals was executed and the project will result in 125 new pharmaceutical jobs



over a three year period. The City provided Patheon a tax abatement to encourage them
to invest and reinvest in the former Aventis site. U.C. Genome Research Institute is
finalizing their renovation of their Reading facility and should move in by March 2003.
Eventually, this project will bring 250-350 engineers and scientists to Reading.

Barbara asked about the status of thé Crossroads Grille. The Mayor responded that they
had faced some challenges regarding code requirements, but that they were on their way
to resolving the issues and should be opening soen. Lucy’s Deli is moving te. the former
Giftique building across from McDonalds. They have done a Iot of Work on the building
and it should be a very attractive edition to Reading Rd. The riew Shine and Ride Car
Wash has opened up néxt to McCluskey on Galbraith.

A retail developer has opt‘i‘dns- on the Stillpass property and two other adjacent properties
for a proposed new commercial development. The dance/yoga studio is still working
with the Eagles to try to secure the second fleor for their facility.

Linda informed the group that she and the Mayor would be attending the March 20™ Tax
Incentive Review Council meeting at Hamilton County Development Company which is
when the county reviews the performance of all Hamilton County firms that have
Enterprise Zone agreements. Specifically, each company will be evaluated on whether
they are meeting their investment and employment goals.

The Mayor thanked the members for placing ads in the updated Directory of Businesses
and Services, and in particular Aventis for their generous spensorship of the piece. The
City will distribute the Directory to all Reading businesses and residents in the upcoming
weeks. .

The Mayor said that in general 2002 was a stable year for the City. We did not lese any
major employers and added new retail to the City’s business community. Mayor Schmidt
distributed a report entitled “Police Department Traffic Control Summary and
Comparison —2002”. The report presents statistics on the performance of the Reading
Police Department. Bruce Beiser said he noticed that the Police Department had more of
a presence at the schools.

Mayor Schmidt noted that 2003 is an election year; all seats are open except for the
Treasurer’s seat. The Mayor informed the group that after thirty years of serving on
council as a council member or mayeor, he had decided not to run again. His term will
end December 31, 2003. The members praised Mayor Schmidt for his long standing
contributions and commitment to the City, said he wouild be sorely missed and wished
him a happy retirement.

U.S. EPA Brownfields Assessments Applications Update
Linda reported that the City of Reading’s twe pre-applications for U.S. EPA Brownfield
Assessments funds to conduct VAP-certified Phase II environmertal studies on both the
Viox/CIC and Nivison Weiskopf sites were reviewed by EPA and the City has been
invited to submit a full application on both projects. These applications are.due March




19", It is encouraging that the City of Reading was the only commiunity in the Chicago
EPA District that was invited to submit for both petroleumn and hazardous waste
environmental study. In the Chicago District, 23 pre-applications were submitted and 13
were invited to proceed to Round Two which is the full application. Now Reading will
be ranked nationally which will be a very competitive process. Linda noted that a
Voluntary Action Program Phase I had already been completed on the Nivison/CIC site
on which the library has an eption to purchase; this cost was shared equally by the two
property owners and the Hamilton County Development Company. Community input is
‘very important in the grant process, and a public meeting will be held at City Hall on
March 11, 2003 at 7:30:p.m. A previous public meeting was held before the pre-
application was submitted. Copies of the pre-application are also on file at the Library
and City Hall; the proposed project will be on the City’s updated web page; and there
have been articles in local newspapers. Bruce asked when grant announcements would
be made; Linda responded in September 2003 with contract signings eccurring in
October 2003 and assessments beginning in December 2003.

As noted above, assuming we receive the U.S. EPA Brownfields Assessment Grants, we
can begin the VAP-certified Phase II in December 2003. The possibility exists that the
VAP-certified Phase II will determine that no further action (remediation) is needed, in
which case the library development could proceed. If remediation is required, the City
can apply for Clean Ohio Revitalization Funds to remediate both the Viox/CIC and
Nivison sites. Unfortunately because:we-did net receive the distressed community
designation, we can not apply for U.S. EPA and Clean Ohio Assistance Funds for site
remediation any time throughout the year. The following timelines which apply to all
non-distressed communities will apply to Reading for Clean Ohio Remediation Funds:

o Submit an application for remediation to the public library: May 2004 (We are not
prepared to submit for remediation for the May 2003 cycle since our VAP-
certified Phase Il environmental assessment is not yet completed).

o Local district selections: August 2004

6 Clean Ohio Council award: November 2004

Unfortunately, the fact we were not designated by ODOD as “distressed” limits the
timing of our access to remediation funds. The new timeline for cleanup funds to become
available, (again, assu_ming the Phase II shows remediation is necessary), is November
2004, The good news is that by including the 14.79 acre Nivison property in the Phase II,
this will make the City’s appllcatlon for Clean Ohio funds mere competitive-(given the
potential for job creation in the bietech field). Linda said that the City is keeping this
project a priority, and community involvement is critical to our success:

On a motion by Jim Stewart, seconded by Bruce Beiser, the members of the Business
Roundtable voted unanimously to support the City of Reading’s two U.S. EPA
Brownfield Assessments grants. This is in addition to the November 2002 meeting in
which the group supported the pre-applications.



Business Updates

Bruce Beiser, the host of the Roundtable meéting gave an update on the Rohm & Haas
facility. The company has gone threuigh a restructuring and eliminated ten positions.
Increased costs of natural gas and oil (their raw materials) has increased their operating
costs. The German recession has also negatively impacted the company. Good news is
the fact that the Ohio Citizens Action Group and Rohm & Haas are communicating well
in community adwsory group meetings. The company was awarded the “Top

~ Communicator” award from the Alliance for Chemical Safety in part in recognition for
theéir involvement with the Fire Department at the Crossroads Celebration.

Reading Chamber of Commerce Update

_Jim Stewart reported that the Chiristmas Banquet and Business of the Year Award
Ceretiony were verysuccessful. The Chamber continues to focus on offering attractive
benefits to members. In particular, access to the Southern Ohio Chamber Alliance has
provided Reading Chamber members excellent health, dental and workman’s
compensation benefits, and thus generated new members. Because attendance had been
waning at monthly meetings, the Chamber is now concentrating more 6n communication
through the Chamber web site and emails. Patheon has provided generous in-kind
assistance to make changes to the web page, and the serveris located at SOS. Thereis a
business survey on the Chamber’s web site that Jim encouraged everyone to complete:

. readingohiochamber.org.

Lunch and Update on Marketing Program

At this time the Roundtable broke for lunch. Eric Landen of Dan Pinger Associates
updated the group on the comprehensive marketing program. He shared the “City of
Reading Stakeholder Survey Results”, Bruce make suggestions te improve Reading’s
visibility through better signage: install a sign at I-75 and Koehler/Jefferson; and improve
signage to clarify that Ridge Rd. is the same as Columbia Ave. off of Cross County ‘
Highway. City needs to continue making improvements along the Reading Rd. Corridor,
similar te those that have been made on Benson St.

Eric distributed recommended “Key Messages” for Reading’s comprehensive marketing
program. The following comments were made: there is ne business incubator in
Reading; reflect Tyco Healthcare/Mallinckrodt’s correct name and spelling; Girindus is
also misspelled. Bruce said it should be noted that Reading employers have access to the
regional work force, not just from within the City. Ed said it was important that Pinger
verify the facts on the Reading Schools; how residents perceive the schools may or may
not be different from reality. Not only should be emphasize the State Blue Ribbon
awards but annual state report card ratings. Emphasize that our schoels are safe.

J.R. asked if there were many opportunities for new developmerit; Linda explained that
there is little vacant land for new development and that Reading’s challenge is adaptive
teuse of existing, (and in some cases, Brownfield) properties. Members suggested that
Reading’s strong and diversified business environment be featured. Include text that is in
the updated Directory of Businesses and Services; add hot links for specific
‘manufacturers; consider adding the listing, (at least by category), of all Reading



businesses; and add the map'from the Directory. Linda agreed to get Eric an electronic
version of the Directory.

The following ideas were suggested for future news articles: the Memorial Day VYO
Festival and Parade; Reading’s invelvement in Ohio’s Bicentennial Celebration, and
Reading’s small town appeal, (e.g;, the comer barber shop).

Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Reading Business Roundtable will be held on Wednesday, May
21, 2003 at 11:00 a.m. at Viox Services, Inc.

On a motion by Barbara, seconded by Bruce, the group unanimously agreed to adjourn at
12:55 p.m. :



Name/Title
Bruce Beiser

Plant Manager
Laura Fidler

Asst. Dean of Medical
Center Planning

Linda Fitzgerald
Economic Development
Consultant

Edward Frankel

Sr. Vice President,
Officer & Treasurer
Tim Hoerst
Safety-Services
Director

.Scott Inskeep
Superintendent

CITY OF READING BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE MEMBERSHIP LIST

Company
Rohm and Haas

(February, 2003)

Address
2000 West Street
Reading, OH 45215

University of Cincinnati Office of Senior VP &
Provost of Health Affairs 558-2962 (fax)

Medical Center

LSR Consultants

Standard Textile
Co., Inc.

City of Reading

Reading Community
City Schools

U.C. Medical Center

‘P.O. Box 670663

Cinn., OH 45267-0663
P.O. Box 527
Loveland, OH 45140

1 Knollcrest Dr.
Reading, OH 45237

1000 Market St.
Reading, OH 45215

1301 Bonnell Ave.
Reading, OH 45215

Phone/Fax
733-2179 (ph)
733-2276 (fax)

558-6053 (ph)

677-9766 (ph)
677-9782 (fax)

761-9256 #240 (ph)
679-7985 (fax)

733-3725 (ph)
733-2077 (fax)

554-1800 (ph)
483-6754 (fxx)

bbeiser@rohmhaas.com

laura.fidler@uc.edu

lsr@fuse.net

efrankel@standard
textile.com

thoerst@readingohio.org

sinskeep@readingschools.org



Name/Title
Mike Kelsey
Presidet

David Millhorn, PhD

Director

J. R. Powell
Director of Site
Operations
Ron Schallick
Vice President,
Operations
Earl Schmidt
Mayor

Jim Stewart
Presid

Mike Viox
Presid

McCluskey Chevrolet

General Tool Co.

Genome Research
Institute

University of Cincinnati
Tyco Healthcare/
Mallinckrodt

Patheon

City of Reading
Reading Chamber
of Commerce

Viox Services, Inc.

Address
8525 Reading Rd.
Cincinnati, OH 45215

101 Landy Ln.
Reading, OH 45215

P.O. Box 670505
Cinn., OH 45267-0505

2111 E. Galbraith Rd.
Reading, OH 45237

2110 E. Galbraith Rd.
Reading, OH 45215

1000 Market St.
Reading, OH 45215

101 Landy Ln.
Reading, OH 45215

15 W. Voorhees St.
Reading, OH 45215

Phone/Fax
679-9421 (ph)
679-9422 (fax)

733-5500 (ph)
733-5604 (fax)

558-5473 (ph)
558-5422 (fax)

948-5755 (ph)
761-2388 (fax)

948-7197 (ph)
948-4547 (fax)

733-3725 (ph)
733-2077 (fax)

733-5500 (ph)
733-5604 (fax)

679-3206 (ph)

697-3313 (fax)

kelseym@mccluskey.com

billk@gentool.com

david. millhorn@uc.edu

j-r.powell@tyco
healthcare.com

ron.schallick@aventis.com

eschmidt@readingohio.org

jims@gentool.com




Attachment D

City of Reading Revised Web Site Initiative Outline, which includes a planned
link for US EPA education/public meetings and status of the US EPA project
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Web site Outline
ReadingOhio.Orq

Front Page: artwork from business directory cover and written introduction
to Reading

Links:

City Services - description of Tim Hoerst's position and contact information, city
employment opportunities, list of city departments with descriptions of
departments and contact information (include information about Reading site
atlas/building inventory with Linda Fitzgerald's contact information in economic
development section)

Community Organizations

- Clubs and Fraternal Organizations — description, list of organizations

- Houses of Worship - list of all houses of worship in Reading

- Reading Business Roundtable — description, list of members

- Reading Blue Ribbon Committee — description, list of members

- Reading Chamber of Commerce — description, list of trustees and link
to Web site

- Reading Community Improvement Corporation — description, list of
members

- Reading Seniors — description, contact information

- Youth Sports/Recreation — description, list of activities, list of groups

Community.News — Reading news clips and press releases

Elected Officials - description of Reading elected positions and elections, list of
elected officials with photos, bios and contact numbers or e-mail addresses

Major community projects
- US EPA Brownfield assessments grants (for new branch library and
expansion of bio-tech hub)
- Reading Road Streetscaping

Reading Businesses - overview of Reading businesses, description of bio-tech
hub and opportunities for future expansion, business development activities,
business directory by category

Schools
- Parochial schools — description of parochial schools, list of schools
with contact information '
- Public schools — description of Reading Community Schools, link to
Web site, list of schools with contact information



Calendar of Events - List of events by date
Library - Photo of library with description, link to branch’s Web page

Map - Map of Reading



Attachment E

Reading Community Improvement Corporation (the City's economic
development division and US EPA advisory partner) meeting minutes from
January 2, 2003 discussing the Final/Step 2 proposal and current membership
roster

READING

The Crossroads of Opportunity
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE READING, OHIO COMMUNITY
IMPROVEMENT CORPORATION BOARD

January 7, 2003
7:00 P.M.
Caucus Room
Reading City Hall

Members Present: Russ Wulf, Chuck Vonderhaar, Dave Stevenson, and Ken Nordin.
Also present was Linda Fitzgerald, Economic Development Consultant.

Approval of November 19, 2002 Meeting Minutes— On a motion by Chuck
Vonderhaar, seconded by Ken Nordin, the minutes of the November 19, 2002 Meeting
" were unanimously approved.

Consideration of A Loan Guarantee for 8921 Reading Road — Linda reviewed the
Valley Central Savings Bank application for a $15,000 loan to Anthony A. and Mary
Carol Geraci; the CIC is being asked to provide a loan guaranty under the “4% Loan
Program”. Loan proceeds would be used to make improvements to property at 8921 -
Reading Road, consisting of a new awning and removal of existing plywood on front
fagade and replacement with original windows. On a metion by Dave Stevenson,
seconded by Russ Wulf, the board unanimously approved the loan guaranty.

Russ asked about the status of the U.S. EPA grant application. Linda replied that the pre-
application was submitted December 16, 2002. Loan proceeds would be used to conduct
a VAP-certified Phase II envirenmental study which is required before the City can apply
for funds to remediate the CIC/Viox and Nivison'sites. The City will be apprised in late
January 2003 whether they can make a formal application in spring 2003. Decisions will
be made in fall 2003. Viox extended their option to purchase the site with the library
until December 2003. It is still the intent of the City and Viox to attract the library to the
site, but regardless of who the end user is, the properties need to be environmentally
clean to attract an end user.

Update on U.S. EPA Brownfields Assessment Grant — Linda reported that on
December 16, 2002 the City had submitted the pre-application for a U.S. EPA
Brownfields Assessment grant to conduct a VAP-compliant Phase I and II on the
Nivison-Weiskopf property and a VAP-compliant Phase II on the VSI property. The CIC
has already contributed, along with Hamilton County Development Company and VSI, to
prepare a VAP-compliant Phase I on the VSI site. The board renewed their strong
support for the projects and offered to provide any assistance to the City in preparing the
final application in the event they are invited to do so.

Next Meeting and Adjournment
Since the CIC had an unscheduled meeting January 7, 2003, they decided to cancel the
meeting for February 11, 2003 unless new or old business requires a meeting. It was



agreed that the February meeting would be cancelled unless Linda notifies thé members
otherwise. '

On a motion by Ken, seconded by Russ, the CIC unanimously voted to adjourn at 7:38
PM.

Respectfully submitted,
CITY OF READING

COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT
CORPORATION

By:

. Russ Waulf, Seéretary



COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT CORPORATION OF READING
MEMBERSHIP LIST (June 2000)

NAME ADDRESS PHONE # FAX

Tom Lynd
President

Ken Nordin

- Council Repmentati\(e
David Stevenson
Member

Maureen Baldock
Member

Chuck Vonderhaar
Treasurer

Russ Wulf
Secretary




Attachment F

Letters of Supporthommumty Partnerships

Hamilton County Economic Development Office

- Reading Chapter of the Knights of St. John

- Reading Chamber of Commerce (including the
special meeting called by the Chamber to
demonstrate support for the Step Two Proposal and
list of attendees/membership roster)

- Reading Community Advisory Council (local
environmental organization)

- University of Cincinnati Genome Research Institute

- Reading Democrat Club

- Reading Community Schools

- Reading Career Firefighters Local #3717

- Reading Kiwanis

—~ -

READING

The Crossroads of Qgportumty



Hamllton[:nunty Develnpmant[}ompany

1776 Mentor Avenue Gincinnati,iOH 45212
1: 51363118292 F: 513:631 4887 “www hade.com-

Your Development: Source.

March 11, 2003

Mr. Earl J. Schmidt
Mayor, City of Reading
1000 Market Street
Reading, OH 45215

Dear Mayor Schmidt:

The Hamilton County Development Company (HCDC) is pleased to support the City of
Reading’s two applications for U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Brownfields
Assessment Grants. The Hamilton County Economic Development Office was recently
informed that the City was invited to submit the two applications for the second round of
consideration.

Land redevelopment is critical to the stability and growth of Reading — and Hamilton
County as a whole. Both the 3.49 acre site being proposed by the Public Library of
Cincinnati and Hamilton County Branch Facility, and the 14.79 acre Nivision/Weiskopf
site represent such development opportunities. EPA assessment funds would move these
sites toward clean up, demolition and preductive reuse.

HCDC has been actively involved in the redevelopment of the Library and
Nivision/Weiskopf sites. The area is targeted for redevelopment as part of the Urban
Land Assembly Program (ULAP), and earlier this year, along with the property owners,
HCDC committed ULAP grant funds for a VAP—certlﬁed Phase I environmental site
assessment on the Library site.

HCDC suppoerts the City of Reading’s effort to make redevelopment occur at the Library
and Nivision/Weiskopf sites.

ely,

David Main
President

CC: Harry Blanton, HCDC




ST. PAUL COMMANDERY NO. 59

KNIGHTS OF ST. JOHN

INCORPORATED.UNDER THE LAWS OF:NEW YORK
BY'SPECIAL ACT PASSED MAY'6; 1886

READING, OHIO

A Resolution of Support
Jor the Application and Funding for a
U.S. EPA Brownfields Assessment Grant
Jor various properties located within the
City of Reading, Ohio

WHEREAS, the Knights of St. John and Ladies Auxiliary is an International
organization, with local commanderies and auxiliaries located throughout the
United States, including the City of Reading, Ohio, and

WHEREAS, the members of the Knights of St. John International and Ladies
Auxiliary dedicate themselves to public service within their local communities,
including charitable and outreach activities for that entire community, and

WHEREAS, those members of the local Knights of St. John International in the City
of Reading, Ohio, are specifically active in the organization and support of
events and activities annually with the City, such as the Taste of Reading,
Educational Scholarships, Youth Sporting groups, Needy Family Programs,
and the overall health of the future of the City of Reading through voluntary
action by its members.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE
READING KNIGHTS OF ST. JOHN AND LADIES AUXILIARY,

SECTION 1: That the members recognize the need for the reclamation of various
properties within the City of Reading which may have been contaminated by
previous manufacturing activities on those sites, and



SECTION 2: That the members strongly urge the U.S. EPA to approve the City’s
application for funding through the U.S. EPA Brownfield AssessmentGrant
at the earliest possible date.

signed: - date: March 7, 2003.
AN/ - b u 304
Dmielhromer, President Mark Schehr, Secretary
Members:
Pf’ff BeonNE @ '_ _/fz_"_?’// {E/?AC.I_’
e ) T b Yoy £ 4
_ ] S°F <

Rowsl/,




Reading

Chamber of Commerce
“QOur Success Reflects Your Support”

March 6, 2003

The Crossroads of Opportunity

Mayor Earl Schmidt
City of Reading
1000 Market Street
Reading, Ohio 45215

Ref: EPA Brownfield Assessment Grants
Mayor;

We whole-heartedly support your efforts to obtain the grants for the EPA
Brownfield Assessment funds. Of course, we have been working on the project to
enlarge and relocate the library for some time. This appears to be another
necessary step in the process. From: a business perspective, a good library adds so
much to the educational excellence and quality of life issues that directly affect the
good source of employees here in Reading, not to mention the additional traffic it
will provide our retail district. In addition, the property on the east side of the
railroad at that location is extremely viable for expansion of the Life Science
companies that will become the future of not only Reading but also the entire
region,

I have attached with this note, a copy of a special meeting we called to demonstrate

our support for these two grants. As usual, if there is anything else we as a
Chamber can do to assist, please call me,

Sincerely,

Jim Stewart
{/President

Post Office Box 15164 - Reading, Ohio 45215
www.readingohiochamber.org


http://www.readingohiochamher.org

READING CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
TRUSTEE MEETING MINUTES - 3/5/03

Attendees: JDillon JEvers DFlege NMarshall
JStewart BZinser

A special meeting of the Reading Chamber of Commerce Trustees was called on Wednesday, March 05, 2003, The
trustees in attendance are listed above. The issue for discussion was two brownfield assessment grants ($200 000 each)
being sought by the City of Reading from the U.S. EPA. The grants are to be used to évaluate the properties of Viox
and Nivison, east of Reading Road and the railtoad tracks. Proposed use for the: propérties is to construct a new Reading
branch of the Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County; and for the future expansion and/or development by
the Life Sciences companies, Patheon Pharmaceuticals Inc., Girindus America, and the U.C. Genome Institute located
on the former Aventis Pharmaceuticals site south of thc-properties.

After review of the issue and discussion by the trustees, Jerry Evers introduced the following motion: “The Reading
Chamber of Commerce supports the effort of the: Clty of Reading to obtain two U.S.EPA Brownfleld Assessment
Grants for the Viox and Nivison properties. The properties are to be used for a new Reading Branch of the
Public Librury of Cin¢innati and Hamilton County, and by theé Life Sciences Companies on the former Aventis
site.” The motion was seconded by Nancy Marshall and unanimously approved by the trustees in attendance.

The next Trustee meeting will be at 9:00 AM, Thursday, March iOth, at Valley Central.



Reading Chamber of Commerce

Bruce Beiser
Dave Flege
Nancy Marshall

Scott Inskeep

2002-2004
Bonnie Rack
Patricia Lang
Jerry Evers

Bob Zinser

2003-2005
Joe Dillon
Jim Stewart
Dave Brewer

Andy 3utz

Board of Trustees — 2003

Rohm and Haas
Valley Central Bank
Talk of the Town

Reading Community Schools

Rack Enterprises
Patrica’s Custom Cakes
Fifth-Third Bank

Patheon Pharmaceuticals

- Signal Office Sup;ply'
General Tool Company
Brewer Products, Inc

Electric Motor Technologies

733-2179
821-3335
563-8844
554-1800

563-2885
733-3100
821-8858

948-3184

821-2280
733-5500
577-7200

821-9999



Dave Brewer

Brewer: Producls, Inc.
9483 Reading Road
Reading; Ohlo 45215
577-7200

FAX 577-7210

E-mall: dbrewer@BrewerProducts.com:

Joe Dillon

Signal Office Supply

415 West Benson Street
Reading, Ohlo 45215
821-2280

E-mail: joed@signaloffice.com

Dave Flege

Valley Central Savings Bank
115 West Benson Street
Reading, Ohilo 45215

821-3335

FAX 821-3345

E-mail: davidflege@valleycentral.org

Andy Butz

Electric Motor Technologies
8770 Reading Road

Reading, Ohio 45215

821-9999

Fax 821-9960

E-mall: andy emt@zooemtown.com

Patricia Lang

Patricia’s Weddings and Custom Cakes

1009 Jefferson Avenue
Reading, Ohlo 45215
733-3100

FAX 733-3224

E-mail: patricia.lang@fuse.com

Bob Zinser

Patheon Pharmaceuticals
2110 East Galbraith Road
Cincinnati, Ohio 45237
948-3184

FAX 948-7854 .
E-mall: Bob.Zinser@patheon.com
Cel Daniel 948-7935

Trustee Listing — 2003

Bruce Beiser

Rohm and Haas

2000 West Street

Reading, Ohio 45215-3431
733-2179

Fax: 733-2276

E-mall: BRUCE BEISER@ROHMHAAS.COM

Nancy Marshall

Talk of the Town

9111 Reading Road

Reading, Ohio 45215

563-8844 / 761-0344

E-mall: ragzgirl2002@yahoo.com

Scott Inskeep

Reading Community Schools
1301 Bonnell Avenue

Reading, Ohio 45215

554-1800

E-mail: sinskeep@réadingschools.org

Jim Stewart

General Tool Company
101 Landy Lane
Reading, Ohlo 45215
733-5500

FAX 733-5604

E-mall: jims@gentool.com

Jerry Evers

Fifth Third Bank

223 West Benson Street
Reading, Ohio 45215
821-8858

Fax: 821-8871

E-mail: jerry.cvers@53.com

Bonnie Rack

Rack Enterprises

1506 Riesenburg Lane
Reading, Ohlo 45215
563-2885



ﬂ..‘.’,'},"g i\ Community Advisory Council

ReadIng Facility

March 13, 2003
RE: Suppdrt for Funding for a U.S. EPA Brownfields Assessment Grant

Dear United States Environmental Protection Agency:

On behalf of the Rohm and Haas Reading Community Advisory Council (CAC), I
strongly urge you to approve the City of Reading’s application for grant funding through
the U.S. EPA’s Brownfield Assessment Grant program at the earliest possible date. Our
CAC has been actively working to address the environmental, health and safety concerns
of the residents in the City of Reading since 2001. There are more than 20 members on
the CAC representing a cross section of the local community. Members include citizens,
emergency responders, Rohm and Haas plant management, representatives from the City
of Reading and Reading Community Schools, religious organizations, local business
owners and healthcare fields.

The CAC members recognize the need for the reclamation of various properties within
the City of Reading, which may have been contaminated by previous activities on those
sites. The CAC membership strongly urges the U.S. EPA to award grant monies to the
City of Reading so they may investigatée the eiivironmental conditions of the subject
properties. If the properties are contaminated, we would like to see them remediated and
redeveloped to positively serve the Reading community.

We understand you have many grant applications to review, but we hope you give the
City of Reading’s application your utmest consideration. We will be anxious to hear the

U.S. EPA’s decision regarding the application. If you have any questions about the
support of the CAC, please feel free to call me at (513) 772-7903.

Sincerely,

Bethany D
Facilitator

Rohmand Haas Company 2000 West-Street Reading, Ohio 45215



David E. Mlllhorin, Ph.D.

R Director, GenomeResearch Institute
UNIVERSITY OF N\ Chairman, Department of Genome Science
f{ - e y Pa | : University-of Cincinnati Medical!Center
mncinnati 231 AlbertSabin Way

’ PO Box 670505

Cincinnati, OH 45267-0505
Phone (513).558-5473

‘Fax (513) 558-5422

Email  david.millhorn@uc.edu

. March 12, 2003
Earl Schmidt, Mayor
City of Reading
1000 Market Street
Reading, Ohio 45215

Dear Mayor Schmidt,

The Genome Research Institute of the University of Cincinnati strongly supports the Cify of Reading’s
application for a U.S. EPA Brownfield’s Assessment Grant to facilitate the creation of a 14.79 acres
biotechnology site and a 3.05 acres site for the construction of a branch library in the City of Reading.

The Genome Research. Institute is a new research activity for the University which will conduct cutting
edge biomedical research. This will lead to greater understanding of disease and ultimately contribute to
the developmert of preventative and treatment therapies. The Institute will occupy five laboratory and
two office buildings which were donated to the University by Aventis Pharmaceuticals. The University is
spending over forty million doHars to update these facilities and make them suitable for the planned
research. In -addition to the University of Cincinnati, the Genome Research Institute will house
researchers from Children’s Hospital Research Foundation, Wright State University, the Air Force
Research Lab and Procter & Gamble Pharmaceuticals. In 2003 we will have about 150 people on site,
growing to 400 over the next five years. In addition to new job creation, the Institute will generate
potential for new businesses providing needed supplies and services to the Institute. Additionally, the
Institute will have its own educational programs and an internship program for undergraduate and
graduate students. We’d certainly expect families to move to this area.

The availability of a large site next to the Genome Research Institute is a critical step in encouraging the
formation of new biotechnology companies in: Southwest Ohio. A next step will be the construction of
suitable laboratory and office space. We anticipate the research at the Institute to lead to technologies and
products which will require commercial space for further development and preduction. We see such a
biotech industry park as a crucial element of encouraging the translation of new knowledge into
commercial products. This has been demonstrated in other U.S. and International locations which have or
are creating high technology centers.

The new library will benefit the Institute directly by providing information. Although the scientific
literature needed by researchers will likely come through the University, a general purpose library is of
significant value for its information on the societal benefits of health care research, for Management and
business literature and for newspapers and periedicals. The students at the Institute will also benefit from
the Library for its resources and as a quiet place to access printed and on-line information and to study.
We expect families to move to the Reading area as a result of the location of the Genome Research
Institute, New people to the area will benefit from a Library that serves their families and that makes it a
more desirable place to live. Reading’s proximity to several interstates will make the Library available to
people from a large portion of Southwest Otiio.

Patient Care * Education'*Research - Community Service
' An affirmative action/equal opportunity.institution. [ ]



Page 2
March 12, 2003

We hope you will give strong consideration to providing this grant to the City of Reading.

Sincerely, ~ >

David E. Millhorn, Ph.D.
Directot, Genome Research Institute
Professor and Chairman, Department of Genome Science




Reading Career Firefighters Local 3717

1000 Market St..Reading, Ohio 45215
iPhone (513)733-5537 « Fax (513)733-5226

M.'anch 12, 2003

United States Environmental Protection Association _
'RE: Support for funding for a US EPA Brownfields Asseésment Grant

The Reading Career Firefighters Association; IAFF Local 3717 is an orgamzatlon
which represents 14 career members of the City of Reading Fire Department.
" ALL 14 members are also RESIDENTS of the City of Reading. These members
are career firefighters that provide for the fire and life safety of the residents and
visitors to the community of Reading, Ohio. The Reading Career Firefighters
Association takes great pride in assisting local groups and charities in their .
endeavors. What could be more important to a.community than the ability to have
‘a facility that prowdes the resources to ALL members of the communlty and
surroundlng communities than a Public Library?

. The Reading Career Firefi ghters Association. recognlzes the importance of the
‘reclamation process for various propertles within the City of Reading that may
have been contaminated by previous manufacturing activities on those .
properties. Without the assistance of the US EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant,
some of these properties may never be developed or used to their potentlal to
make the community a better place to live and work.

The membership of thls organlzation strongly urges the United Sates

Environmental Protection Association to grant the City of Reading's application -
-for grant funding via the US EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant at the earliest

date possible so the propertles may better serve the communlty asa whole '

-Respectfully,

g

Daniel C. Kunkel™
~ President
Reading Career: Fnreﬂghters Assomatlon o
IAFF Local 3717 - '

o \

' Affiliated with International Association of Fire Fighiters— Ohio Association of Professional Fire Fighters



BOARD OF EDUCATION OFFICE N4 (B 1301 BONNELL AVENUE
PHONE (513) 554-1800 X READING, ‘OHIO 45215

FAX (513) 483-6754
gommafug/ Jehools

Mazich 10,2003

Earl Schmidt, Mayor
City of Reading

1000 Market Street
Reading, Ohio 45215

Dear Mayor Schmidt:

I was pleased to hear that the City of Reading’s pre-applications for U.S. EPA Brownfield Assessments funds
to conduct VAP-certified Phase II studies on the 3.49 acre Viox/CIC site and the Nivison Weiskopf site were
reviewed, and that the City has been invited to submit formal applications on both projects.

The Reading Commniunity City Schools Board of Educ¢ation passed a resohition at the December 4, 2002
meeting supporting the City’s efforts to obtain U.S. EPA funds to conduct environmental studies on the
above two sites. The ultimate goal is to attract a new branch library to the 3.49 acre Viox/CIC site and to
expand Reading’s emerging biotechnology center on the contiguous 14.79 acre Nivison Weiskopf property. I
would like to reiterate the Board’s strong support for both projects which are required to pave the way for
the adaptive reuse of the properties with a branch library and bietechnology firms.

Students and educators in the Reading Community City Schools frequently use the Reading Branch Public
Library for research, casual reading and access to knowledge. Unfortunately, the existing library facility is
small and overcrowded. The proposed expansion on the Viox/CIC site will ensure the retention of the library
" in Reading and provide much needed additional capacity for our students and teachers.

The City's proposal to conduct environmental tésting on the 14,79 acre Nivison Weiskopf site will help
facilitate the adaptive reuse of the property for expansion of Reading’s biotechnology businesses. This too
will provide benefit toe the schools by adding to the property tax base which is the source of the majority of
* our operating income.

I commend the City of Reading on their efforts to secure U.S. EPA Brownfields Assessment Grants to help
facilitate the construction of a regional branch library in the City of Reading and to attract additional
businesses. Please let me know if I can assist you and your staff in these efforts.

Sincerely,

.;{’Jwit_&mu?

L. Scott Inskeep
Superintendent.

It1s the policy of the Reading COmmunllylcny School Districtthiat.educailorialaciivities, employinent, programs.and:seivices
be offared without regaid.16.raca, color, creed, natlonal origin, sex, religion, maritalistatus, handicap; disabillty or age;




SORRENTO’S RESTAURANT WEDNESDAYS, 6:30 PM

February 5, 2003

United States Emnronmental Protection Association
RE: Support for Funding for a U.S. EPA Brownficlds Assessment Grant

Kiwanis is a thriving International organization of men and women dedicated to
serving the children of the world and improving the quality of life worldwide. Kiwanis
International has olubs located across the United States, including the City of Reading.-
The members of the Reading Kiwanis-take great Pride Through Humble Service witha
‘major emphasis inaking Young Children Priority One. The club supports many
charitable and outreach activities that impact the entire community.

The membership of the Reading Kiwanis recognizes the need for the reclamation of .

. various properties within the City of Reading which may have been contaminated by.
previous manufacturing activities on those sites. The membership strongly urges the U.S.
Environmental Protection Association to grant the City’s application for grant funding
through the U.S. EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant at the edrliest possible date so that

these properties might better serve the Reading community.

ol Bk

Ruth Bush, President

'MAILING ADDRESS: . *



Attachment G

Community Involvement in the Final/Step 2 Proposal

March 5, 2003 Valley Courier Public Notice of the
Public Meeting on the Step 2 Proposal

March 12, 2003 Cincinnati Enquirer Article on the
Step Two Public Meeting

Sign-Out Sheets for the Review of the Initial and Draft
Step 2 Proposal placed in the Reading Public Library
and also at City Hall (reviewed by approximately 60
residents)

Sign-in Sheet from the City Council’s special meeting
for the public hearing on the Step 2 Proposal, March
11, 2003, (which includes 7 residents)

READING

The Crossroads of Opportunity
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The city of Readinghas
..moved-a step closer:to ‘ex-
panding bio-tech growth
opportiinitiecs as wéll as
quality-of-life opportani-
Aties for.tesidents. ThelU.S.
Environments]. Protection
Agency.has invited-the city
to apply for brownfieldias-
sessment graiiti to begin
the envifonnicntal assess-
ment of two sites east of
Reading iRoad. These as-
sessments.are:the first step
to:help pave the wayifor.the
dzvelupmcm of a new
brinch of the Public Li-
brary of Cincifinati and
Hamilton County as well
as expansion:of an already

“We aje cxtremely ox- .

cited to beé irivited to sub-
mit this grant request,” said
Reading Mayor Eard
Schmidt: “These are prime
parcels that ire cuirently
undérused, andithe assess-
ment of these sites:is a crit:
-ical gtep in'moving forward
on the opportunity theie

" . parcels répieseint”

Tho adjicent sites at
8740° Reading Road and
601 Third Street had been
uted by the Nivison
Weiskopf Co. 't manufac-
ture corrugated’ boxes and
glass between the early
19003 and.1980s. ‘Currerit-
Iy, Viox Servicés Inc. ani
other comriéicial and in-
dustrial compenies-arc us-
ing the propertics for
storage.

The 3.05:acte  Viox
Services !ltic. 'site at 8740
Reading is targeted for the
construction.of 2'$3:2 mil-
lion, 12,000-square:foot
branch:library. The larger
14.79%-acre Nivison
Weiskopf Co. site is siti-
ated between the library
site. and'Reading’s bio-tech
campus, which includes
‘manufacturers  Patheon
Pharmaceuticals, In¢. and
Girindiis and the UC Ge-
-nome. Reséarch [Institiste,
pat of Gov. Bob Tafils
Third Fromtier initiative.
An expansion of the: bio-
‘tech campus would deliver

nig.
additional skilled nisnufac- -

tiring and research.and de-
velopmént jobs.
Reading already has re-

ceived:approval of its pre--

npphuuon for the two
$200,000- grarits;, which
would be uséd to;pay for
the assessment of potential
pefroleum ‘and hazsrdoiis.
wastes:on ithe sites: After
the uleumm sre com=
plete, Reading, can apply
fora Clean Ohio Revital-
ization, Fund: Grant to pay
for acquisition, demolition
sary at one or: both sites.

Graut proceeds would:

also be used to sponsor &
community outreach. pro-
gram to .inform thé piblic
about: the proposéd envi-
ronmental assessmerit proj:
écts. ‘Mayor. Schmidi noted
that the Reading City

. on-St. Patrick's Day, plus

Council, Reading Commu-

tiity Schogls sind Readirig
residents-ind businesses™-
thirough a .petition drive,
resolutions and letters of
suppon, and u-publlc meet-

ing - suppoited: the pro-
posed environmerital
assessment projects and

pre-application.

~T6_bép'ihe ‘public in:
volved in ‘the final grant
npphmnon process; the.
City. of Rudm' will hold
ah open public meeting. to
discuss. the application on
March 11, 2003 st 7:30
pam. in' Reading Council
Chambers: located at 1000
Market. Street, Reading

. Olno "Publw imput is-crit-

ical to the. success' of our
spplication and proposed
projecis,” stated' Mayor
Schmidt. A copy of the
Clty‘l applicationifor. fund-
ing is:available. for public
review at ‘the Hamilton
Coutity Public Library,
Reading/Branch; locuted'at
9001 Reading Roed. The
public should.contact Tim
Hoerst, Safety’ Service Di-

’ muxﬁ)rﬂwCilyofReld-

ing, at. 513-733-3725 w:lh
any.questions.
The Resding Demo:

. mﬂcdubmeeun.willbe

‘heid March 13 at the
‘Knights 6f St, John Hall in
‘Reading. The  guést
lpelherwdlbel-‘neﬂnef
Kevin Kaiser. Hulupn:h-
timely: HomelmdSeclm
ty: Tike' time to 'be in-
formed: on..this sibject

m‘mmldbelpmum“

to meet the great’ Démo-
cratic slate of candidates
for the upcoming election
in November: Ward 1 =
Lee Roth; Ward:2 —Shawn
Trapp;. Ward 3 - ‘Kevin
Parker (the incumbent);
Ward 4 - Chuck Carevale;
Kevin Dallsi and Russ
Wilf (dlso an incumbent
and sceking an:at:large po-
sition); Law Director ~
Dave Pflanz, Auditor -
Doug. Ssnd (inoumbent);
and for Msyor — Jim Pfen-

They will be having
Reuben sandwiches for all
who are Irish or are Irish

sad
bevéragés. Their last meet-

-ing was held: on. February

13 and they had over 40
members *and guem at-

Valley Courier

March 5, 2003

" Reading

Pat 'Lapple---‘lﬂ- 8884

Digest: God so lovedi the
world that he didn't sent a
committee! Miracle drugs

. to way back, Moses. had.

‘two tabléts that-could ciire
the world. )

Remsinber the
‘Mark if for the Democratic
ClubMeeting.

‘Ever since September
1, 2001, we've had to:nd-
just our lives and-try to
piotect the safety of -the
people of this great country

-muwuyﬂmulofomgn

to the relaxed and comfort-
ahie manner that we've-all
taken so-for:grainted before
théen. Bven during the sec-
ond World War, we never.
reslly lost:the securé feel-
ing that surrounded' our
lives ‘here in ‘the U:S:A.
Certainly, we worried
sbout our foved ories who
were serving oversess to
keepiour freedom and‘con-
titive our security hese, but
we actunlly experienced
very litle sacrifices: oui-
selves. I'rememberithat we
used things: a little more
sparingly, like shoes which

we had to rake better care.

of. Families weie only al-

per mémber . per year. We
sictually bad fation coupons
for shoes. We also :had

-Jokens. that wo- had- ta,use
'llon;wit.hmneytomke'

sure that we werei't hoard-

ing items such as sugai.and
meit We recycled lard and
used bacon grease in iti
place:because the-used lard
was:sent to the. government
Yor military use. I:was:only
aine ‘'years old' Whien that
war began, so I have no

- iden-what they used the ieft:

overlard:for, ‘but the poirit
I'm tiying to.make is, that
wé weére néver really in
larm's way here in the

USA and our sacrifices:

were'few. That:wasalso at
the time of the great.de-

pression, so you were used:
to.saving everyd:lng And'
people didn’t look at these
. ‘practices as sacrifices sny-

way. ‘Bveryone waswilling
© do wlmever wag nwel'
lion. you just-didn’t throw

2

tend. Tlicy enjoyed.a great
program presented by
Charles Howard about the
Cincinnati Miiseum- Cen-

. ter. The jirogram was infor-

mitive, & 10t of facts and
figures. Theyhave four dif-
ferent museums and the
one-roof. Sims upcosmiing
events arc: - The Civil War,
St. :Péter and' the Vatican,
plus otliers. Now showing
atitho Omnimax, exploring
underwater. coral' reefs,
which. is besutifiil' to see,
Some iidtes: fromReader’s

\ything. away that wu
stillisable:

But now, [ get reslly
aggravated when 1 hear
people making fun of the
plastic slieeting and diict
tape that the Homeland!Se-
ciirity Department has rec-
ommendéd people stock up
on s 8 protective: device.
It's really nﬂhmg original
or a:new.method.of protec-
tion: Our fire depaitrient
issucd'a pamiplilét a.couple
of yeas -ago called
“Shiclter-in-Place™

13th.

“which -
-promoted this very ithing:

Of course, ‘at that time; it
was.to protectiusifrom haz-
ardous. spills, dr toxic
fumes that may be-emitted
into the atmosphere be-
caise of train derailments
with tank.cars that.may be
carrying  such hqmdl )
Wtecked stricks could siso
expose:us to thig, -
“Shelter-in-Place” also
recommended!each house-
hold keep a good supply-of
bottled" water, non perish-
sble:foods, clndlel. batter-
ics and blankets, which:is
also .part of the: Homeland
Security plan, 1.fuil to see
any: humor in-joking:sbout

this. I'll bet all those who

are criticizing it now or
miking political sneers
about it, will be the first
ommcrylfﬂneumnm
ever do succeed with'con-

. taminating our air with -

chemical. or
warfare. -
It wasn't considéred a

biological

.joke when environmental-

ists or fire departments rec-
ommended:it. Why'should
itbe ajoke, when it may be
more of areility now, than
c‘verbe_fm'a'_l To me, it is
just common sense. It's a

‘shame that some people

don't seem to bave an
ounce of common sense:
Smbe it I'm mtmuml

have sny information that
. would! lielp the committee:

find'‘theif old classmiites;
please-calli Gail (McClure)
Stacey at 554-0324. The
reunion will be on Satur-
day, July 12, 2003 at the.
Evendale Shelter Houise.
Many thiiks. to- Wally

"Hagedori, hiusband 'of Mrs.

Joyee Hagedom who

taught at Reading!Elemen-
tary ‘School. for a good
midiny yan He huwd the

 combined reunion, to lunch

at Somento’s .on Tuesday,
Febriuary 25. As always,
we.cnjoyed: the good food
from Somrénto’s.
It-was:really nice for us
all- to get together again

just for'social pusposes and

not becaiise we kad to have
aworking meeuq;

mpu‘bdﬁel_delfonh
combined reuiiion for all
RHS' gradustes of. fifty or
more years,-have dnndgd
it's time to:turn‘these dutics
over to snotlier grotp.
Joyce: (Page) Uetrecht and'
her husband Jerry.liave gra-
ciously accepted the chal-

‘lenge. Theymllmdllot

of help and I'hopé yoii will
all be willing. when of if
they call:on you. This has
been a grand experience

and a reslly-good ides, soit -

should be continued:

Th-nbmin.w.uy,-

from all who enjoyed the -
lovely dinner it &mmh"

That Was so very nice of

" Happy Birthday % my
grandson Charlie Schefft,
who will be 7 on Masch 4
and to niy daugliter ‘Mela-
nie; .who wul\colelmm her

wquldn-_l»dlle l_ell hllw old
she:is as [ do want te con-
tinue our good Mother/
Daugiiter rolationskip.
Happy Anniversary to
Shirley and Butz
Krétschmar who will be

9018 Reading Rd.
Cintl,, OH 45215
Bai.; (513)563-9099
-Like:d:good neighbor
State Ferm is.there.
Fiduciary
‘Fund Plan

. my emeigeiicy measuied 30
I'll be in good shape IF |
everneed it:

And shopping for the
supplics that I continue to

recycie would sire'be adot

‘more ‘pleasant if: I didnt
have to sweep 3-or 4iinches
of snow ‘off my’ car every
moming before I.use it. I
am totally sick of winter.
T'm eagesly awniting a:nice
sunny day, with birds sing-
ing -in the trees. end little
spurts: of green furz onithe

haope, transformv'into leaves.

The snow is beditifal
when it first falls;:but: now
weuemek\\nlhﬂ:edmy
piles of old smow that’s

tuming black from- the

slish splqlhednlluyqu_. I
want it all to just melt
away. Today the mow is:
ugly and i'm tiredof 106k-
‘ing at it, tired of trying to
walk'in it and tired of feel-
ing the cold sir and the
disgust thet accompanies'it.
So piease; snow, just go
away,

The 'Reading High
School Class ‘of 1958 .is

planning a 45th ‘reunion °

nndtheymmnnedofud—
dresses or other informa-

tion about the following
Bvelyn

classmates;

(Blackstorie) Chaney,

‘Betty {(Chancy) Hummet,

John Kessen, Joyce (Hm)
Mitchell and Cathy (Price)
Mire. Ifiny of you readers

Newly, Remodeled o
Halker-Flege Post #69 |
AMERICAN LEGION HALL |
9000 Reading Road, Reading
HALL RENTAL - REGEPTIONS -

. 'REUNIONS » DANCES:» PARTIES
Legion or Hall'Rental: 733-9926 after 2 PM

DI'S

Sharonvnlle Barber :Shop

Great Service — Great Haircuts -
Main & Creek » Sharonville * 5636777

* PROPANE GAS.
Sl OFF 20 LB: TA_NK

WITH THIS AD

[ TooLs s TeoLs - TOQLS TO0L$ E

1  NEEDIT!.... RENT ITi

ane

1 nousownms. INDUSTRIAL, CONTRACTORS!|
* Wé:have a:complete line of STIHL
Equipment in Stock
. We Repair Lawnmowers, Chain Saws. and
Weed Eaters:

Central Tool Rental

9666 Readinig Road
733-2020




Grants would clean up brownfield

p

Page 1 of 3

Do find yours

Mar. 12, 2003 HOME: LOCAL ‘S8PORTS BUSINESS EDITORIALS TEMPO ENTERTAINMENT CLASSIFIED ARC

TODAY'S ENQUIRER
Front Page

» Local News
Sports

Business

'Editorials

Tempo

Travel

Health

Technology

Weather

Back Issues
Search
‘Siibscribe

‘SPORTS
Bearcats
Bengals
High:School
Reds

Xavier

VIEWPOINTS.
Jim Borgman:
Columnists-
Readers’ views:

ENTERTAINMENT
Movies
Dining

Horosc
Lottery Resuits
Local Events

CINCINNATI.COM
‘Glveaways
Maps/Directions
Send:an E-Posteard
. Coupons
Visitoi's Gulde

CLASSIFIEDS
Jobs

Cars

Homes
Obituaries
General
Place an ad

‘HELP

Wednesday, March 12, 2003

Grants would clean up brownfield

By Susan Vela
The Cinceinnati Enquirer

READING - This Hamilten County city stuck in a
struggling industrial valley needs federal and state
dollars before its economy can diversify and attract
sophisticated development, city officials said.

They stressed the importance of receiving two
$200,000 grants from the U:S. Environmental
Protection Agency at a Tuesday hearing before
Coungil.

Linda Fitzgerald, the city's economic development
consultant, said an 18-acre ‘brownfield along
Reading Road would lie dormant uniess the city
applied for the grants. :

"We are in an industrial valley. Unless you do it this
way, you will not be eligible for the remediation
funds. We either do nothing ... or we start taking
baby steps. (This way) at least we're moving
forward," she said.

The two grant applications would be to assess the
contamination on a 3.5-acre parcel that fronts
Reading Road and 14.8 acres behind it. The
property has been used for commercial and
industrial purposes. for more than a century.

The grant applications will be submitted in the next
two weeks, but city administrators will notieam
until the end of the year whether or not Reading

made the cut. Reading will be competing with more

than 900 communities nationwide. The city will be
one of 13 Ohio applicants. '

http://enquirer.com/editions/2003/03/12/loc_reading12.htm]
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Grants would clean up brownfield

:u_.;:;: If they receive the grants, they then will conduct lab
search  tests and groundwater samplings to discern
Survey.  whether the property is polluted with PCBs and

petroleum.

E-mail svela@engqiiirer.cori
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